May 2010 Recital Newsletter
Week of May 4, 5 & 6, 2010 is Awards Week!

We will be passing out awards during the above week so we would like all the parents to be present 15 minutes before the end of each class.  We would also like to dance in the parking lot this same week if the weather cooperates.  If it does, could you please not park near the studio entrance so that we can dance there for all of you?  The kids really had fun doing this last year so we are hoping for a few great days of wonderful weather so that the kids can dance for the world to see!!  Please don’t miss your children’s award day!!
Extra Practices and Very Important Dates!

5/4/2010: 4:15-4:45pm:  Astaire to Allen, Sound of Music 
5/4/2010:  7:30-7:45pm:  Mandatory New York Trip Meeting, all dancers , chaperones and parents must attend!

5/4/2010: 7:30-7:45pm Karly, Emily and Taylor to Sparks, Fire Burning
5/4/2010:  7:45-8:15pm: Markova to Sparks, Lonely Goatherd
5/4/2010:  9-10:15pm:  All Seniors, Colleen, Clarann, Jess & Danielle, all prop girls for full dress rehearsal of Sound of Music.
May 10, 2010:  Finale Rehearsal at C-Pac 4-6pm.

May 12, 2010:  Full Dress Rehearsal at C-Pac, 4-8pm

May 14, 15 & 16, 2010:  Three dance recitals; 7pm on Friday and Saturday, 2pm on Sunday. .”Sweet 16’s-The Sound of Music”.
RECITAL DECORATIONS:

As always, we are asking you to make a recital decoration with your child’s picture on it to decorate C-Pac.  This year we asked that you make a musical note which you all should have received a copy of by now.   Please do not make them to heavy as they do not stick to the walls of C-Pac.  These musical notes are due this week, May 4 & 5 in all classes.  Please hand them in to your DM’s of each class. DO NOT FORGET!!!
Finale Rehearsal-May 10, 2010, 4-7pm:

This is a very important practice and everyone dancer must attend.   We ask that only dancers be at this practice and no other family members (Moms of course can attend) as we have so much to do in 3 hours that we do not need the distraction of extra people in the audience.  Dancers do not need their costumes as this is not a dress finale rehearsal but they do need to wear the shoes that they will be wearing with their individual costumes.   Practice starts firmly at 4pm so please be prompt.  We will run through Sound Of Music finale first, followed by the Bily Elliot finale and then we will do the lighting for Sound of Music and then Billy Elliot.  If you do not dance in Billy Elliot, you are free to go after we do the Sound of Music lighting.  We do not have a Tuesday practice this year as we did last year as we are trying to get things done in 2 nights instead of three.  We are hoping to be done by 7pm but it could be earlier so all Moms should be at this important practice.  AGAIN, I WILL NOT ALLOW ANYONE OTHER THAN DANCERS AND THEIR MOMS INTO THE AUDIENCE SO PLEASE DO NOT ASK.  

Dress Rehearsal Practice- May 12, 2010, 4-8pm:

This is the most important practice of the year.  I will not excuse anyone for any reason for missing this practice.  Every dancer must bring all their costumes, shoes and show tights.  We will be looking to make sure that all dancers have the appropriate dance tights…we will NOT be bringing show tights with us as we have done in the past….you must purchase your show tights before dress rehearsal.  Rehearsal will start at 4pm …and we will try to run through every song just once….try!!!  The pizzas will arrive at 7:30pm so we need to be done by then.  The dress rehearsal is for DANCERS AND THEIR MOTHERS ONLY!!!  WE WILL NOT LET ANYONE ELSE INTO DRESS REHEARSAL FOR ANY REASON.  I will not allow siblings into dress rehearsal who are not part of TMDA and there will be no men allowed either.  You will be allowed to watch the show in the audience when your child is not dancing but you must be in the music room at least 2 songs before you are scheduled to dance….we cannot be running around looking for you.  The DM’s are only in charge of your children when they are in the music room and then in the health room.  When your child’s song is done, the DM’s will return all the children back to you in the cafeteria.  We will ask you to be quiet at all times in the auditorium while you are watching.  It is hard for me to make the adjustments I need to make when there is so much chatter in the auditorium.  Please help me keep the children and the PARENTS quiet during all of our rehearsals. All groups must sit together in the cafeteria.  We will place signs on the tables in the café so that you will know where your groups will change.  Troupe and Sparks will change in the Library and the “older” boys will change in the boy’s locker room near the gym.  There will be no men allowed back in the cafeteria area, the music room or the health room at any time during our rehearsals or any of the 3 recitals.  Please understand that there are teenage girls changing back there and we do not need the extra worry of having men or boys back in that area at any time.  PLEASE ADHERE TO THIS VERY IMPORTANT RULE!!  If you have signed up to bring food or drinks to dress rehearsal, please leave them on the long table set up in the back of the cafeteria.  No food is allowed in C-Pac so please make sure your children do their snacking in the café only!!!  If we all follow these rules, dress rehearsal will be a breeze!!!  Remember, dancers do not wear jewelry…I will allow earrings only.  All hair must be appropriately done by what has been posted on the website and we do expect our dancers to wear stage make-up…we are putting on a show and this is all part of being a performer.  Mothers are not allowed to go back and forth you’re your seats in the auditorium during performances.  This is rude for the audience to have this traffic and it is distracting for our dancers as well.  You are either an audience member or a backstage Mom but you cannot be both.  Thanks for your support, we all can do this together and make it fun for our dancers at this is what recital should be, FUN!
Recitals-May 14, 15 & 16, 2010:

All dancers must be at all 3 recitals a half hour before the shows begin.  Please bring your children dressed in their first costume, trust me…..it saves a lot of time and confusion. Stay with your dance group at all times.  NO DANCERS ARE ALLOWED INTO THE AUDIENCE AT ANY TIME ……YOU MUST WATCH THE RECITAL FROM THE MONITORS IN THE CAFÉ AND IN THE MUSIC ROOM. Sparks and Troupe must be at the recitals and hour before show time as you are in charge of seating all of our audience members. The doors to C-Pac will open 45 minutes before show time and all tickets at the door will be $10.00. 

Sign-ups:

I have placed sign-ups for dress rehearsal and for clean-up crews as well.  If everyone signs up just once, all of these slots will be filled and our children will have happy tummies and our reputation of being the easiest and cleanest large group of performers will live on!!!  Remember, ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD IN THE ADITORIUM OR LIBRARY.  ALL FOOD MUST STAY IN THE CAFETERIA.

Congratulations:

Congrats to Hanna Paterson of Sparks  for winning Miss Teen Presque Isle, Madison Bearden  of Tiny Troupe for winning Miss Pre-Teen Presque isle,  Natalie Martin of Tyce for winning Miss Pre-Teen Van Buren and to Clarann Flynn for winning Mrs. Canada!  I am so proud of all of our dancers!!!

Duane’s Pictures:

Duane’s Photos are now in so please pick them up from the office secretaries.  I have also loaded them to the Photo Gallery Page and they are GORGEOUS!!  

Sunday Dresses for Sound of Music/ Billy Elliot costumes and t-shirts:
Yes we are still wearing our Sunday Dresses for Sound of Music Finale.  All we have done is changed the order of recital; we have not changed costuming.  For the Billy Elliot Finale, those groups dancing in Billy Elliot will wear their costumes from BE for their finale.  Tyce, Astaire, Allen and Rogers will wear their Recital t-shirts and black pants or shorts for the BE finale.  Please make sure you understand this well, if not please speak to me about during parent watch.

16th Annual Dance Recital Program: 

Please click  HERE for a copy of the recital program.  Make a copy of this for yourselves so that you know the order of the show.  I have corrected all the names if you have notified me with incorrect spellings.  This program goes to print on Friday the 7th and no changes can be made after then.  

Summer Dance Camp:

 I have not received a large amount of people signing up for dance camp….I will need at least 50 more people to sign up before May 15th to keep dance camp alive.  If you are interested in dance camp, I will need to know or I will have to cancel it for this year.  
Wall of Fame:

Check out the Wall of Fame this week as we just added 8 new dancers to this wall of honor!!  Thanks ladies for keeping dance important in your lives…..we have loved teaching you!
My Graduating Seniors:

This is the hardest part of the year for us….to say so long to our graduating seniors.  You will be quite impressed with their performances, acting , singing and dancing  in the Sound of Music. It will be very sad to see them go.  Good luck to Alyssa Huston, Erin Buck, Whitney Lapointe, Monica Beaupre, Christine Kashian, Emily Weissman, Tara Sherrard and Paige Findlen as they leave TMDA and enter into college.  We will miss you all terribly, especially how much you have made us laugh and cry throughout our rehearsals with  the Sound of Music (Who is that handsome man who plays Capt. Von Trapp?).  To watch you grow over the past years has been a blessing to us all and there is no way to replace you. We love you, we admire you and we will miss you.  Please come back and visit us and keep in touch.  You have become our daughters and we won’t ever forget you!!!

See you all in class this week.  Please be prompt for parent watch as we have so much to cover and this is our last Parent Watch of the year.   It has been our pleasure to teach your children this past school year.  Clarann, Jessica, Danielle and I think that this may be our best show yet ( I know we say that every year but our dancers just keep getting better and better each year)  and it is all because of your children.  We all have the best jobs in the world that we are able to work with your children each week.  We love them as much as we love dance and we hope you all know that.  Here is too another successful recital and thank you, for believing in the wonderful art of dance.  Have a safe, wonderful and warm summer!!!

Miss Colleen, Miss Clarann, Miss Danielle and Miss Jessica!!

