March Newsletter 2011
HELLO SPRING!!! 
A lot of news this month so please read this newsletter carefully.  

Studio Pictures by Duane:

Studio photos will take place this week on Tuesday & Wednesday, March 1 & 2, 2011 during our regularly scheduled classes.  We will take group photos at the beginning of each class so it is IMPERATIVE THAT YOU BE ON TIME FOR CLASS THAT WEEK OR YOU WILL MISS YOUR CHILD’S GROUP PHOTO.  We will not re-take the group photo if your child is late as we have to take a group shot of 2 classes and then all individual shots need to be taken during your child’s dance class.  We will still have dance class that week so your children still need to bring all of their dance shoes and pen drives to class.  WE WILL BE TAPING IN ALL CLASSES SO PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD HAS HIS/HER PEN DRIVE!  Your child will have to come to class dressed in the costume that we have chosen for the group shots however, your child may wear the costume of his/her choice for their individual shot.  All children must participate in studio photos but you are not required to purchase any.  Duane has always been good to our studio and has made this affordable for all of you. (See paperwork provided by Duane in the front office)  You must come prepared or we will get very backed up and this is not fun for anyone.  Please make sure your children are “recital ready”, this means that they must come to pictures with correct hair, tights, costume and make-up.  No exceptions.  Be prepared for your child’s single poses as Duane will not be able to set each student up as this requires too much time.   Below is the schedule for all pictures and remember, all group pictures take place at the beginning of each class so please, be on time for class otherwise, you will miss the group picture. There have been a few changes in the schedule from last month so please check over the schedule carefully.  All students who have danced 12 or more years at TMDA will have to have a head shot done for our “Wall of Fame”.  Below is a list of costumes for all groups.
Tuesday, March 1, 2011:
3:45pm: Napoleon group shot:  “Brain, Tin Man, Scarecrows with make-up”.  Tights:  Suntan
Shoes:  Black Ballets Hair:  Low Pony in curls
4:00pm:  Nigel Group shot: “Merry ol’ land of Oz”:  NO MAKEUP….WE WILL NOT DO THE WHITE MAKE UP AS THIS IS MEANT FOR A MIME DANCE! Tights-white,   Shoes-black taps,
Hair-pony with curls
4:00-4:45pm:  Napoleon & Nigel will to take their single shots

4:45pm:  Travis Group Shot:  “Raise your voice” no habits: Tights-black, Shoes-black character,        Hair-low pony in curls 
5:00pm:  Petite Group Shot: “Russian song”:  Tights-Black, Shoes- Gore boots, Hair- Low Pony, curls
5:15-6pm: Travis & Petite will take their single shots

6:00pm:  Tiny Troupe Group Shot: “Waka Waka” WITH MAKE UP! Tights-none, Shoes- Paws,
Hair- in high pony with curls.
6:15pm:  Mini Troupe Group shot:  “Club can’t handle me”; Tights-suntan, Shoes-sneakers, Hair-low pony with curls
6:30-7:30: Tiny and Mini will take their single shots

7:00pm:  Secretary Group shot: GREY RECITAL HOODIES 
7:15pm:  Designated Mom Group Shot: TMDA t-shirts (I WILL GIVE THESE TO YOU BEFORE THE PICTURE) and jeans
7:30pm:  Troupe Group Shot:  “Be Italian”: Tights-none, Shoes-Paws, Hair-Side pony with curls and clip
7:45pm:  Company Group shot:  “Hallelujah”; Tights-none, Shoes-Paws, Hair-Down in curls, bangs tied back
7:45-9pm: Troupe and Company will take their single shots 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011:
3:30pm:  Temple may arrive early to start taking their single shots
3:45pm: Temple Group shot: “Don’t go breaking my heart”; Tights-white, Shoes-black taps, Hair-pony tail with curls
4-4:30pm:  Temple single shots will continue
4:15pm:  Pavlova Group Shot:  “Munchkin land”, Danielle and Colleen as witches, Kate as Dorothy: Tights: Black, Shoes: Black ballets/Pointe shoes, Hair: 1 French Braid:  3 pink girls need pink tights, pink shoes.
4:30pm:  Tabitha Group shot: “Raise your voice” : Tights-black, Shoes-taps, Hair-pony tail with curls
4:45-5:30pm:   Tabitha & Pavlova will take their single shots.

5:30-5:45pm: Lopokova Group Shot:  “Bootylicious”; Tights: pink, Shoes:  Pointe with black boot covers that came with the costume, Hair:  curls, bangs tied back with witch’s hat.  Bring your wands!
5:45-6pm:  Barysh/Nureyev Group Shot:  “Sister Act” with habits. Tights: black, Shoes: black Pointe shoes, Hair: low pony in curls with habits.  BRING YOUR BLACK GLOVES!
6:00-6:30pm:  Lopokova and Baysh/Nureyev will take their single shots

6:30PM:  Instructor and Jr. Instructor shot: green tanks and black pants….hair down with curls.
7pm:  Sonja Group Shot:  “4 Minutes”; Tights-Black, Shoes- Black taps, Hair- Low Pony, curls
7:15pm: Twitch Group Shot: “Thank You” with 4 Main Characters

7:30-8:15pm:  Sonja and Twitch single shots; Tights-none, Shoes- paws, Hair- Low Pony, curls
8:30pm: Senior Shot for Sound of Music; Danielle as Glenda, Clarann as Shadow, Jess as The Wizard, and Colleen as the Wicked Witch.  FULL MAKE-UP!
Photos and DVD’s of the Opening Ceremonies:

Duane and Kim were both doing what they do best at the OC and in order to buy their photos or DVD’s do the following:

· For Kim:  go to her website at,  www.specialtyphotographycom.ifp3.com
· For Duane:  The DVD is $15.00. You can purchase them by making checks payable to Photography by Duane and handing them to the secretaries.  We will take orders on these until March 16th, 2011.  All DVD’s must be prepaid.
· Portions from both the sales of the photos and sales of the DVD’s will go towards the scholarship fund and dance camp.
Very Important dates!

March 1 & 2, 2011:  Photos by Duane

March 8 & 9, 2011:  Dance will move back to Tuesday and Wednesday as usual and it will also be “Parent Watch”.

April 2, 2011:  Recital Tickets Day; 9-2:30pm

April 18-24, 2011: School Vacation, no dance.

May 3 & 4, 2011:  Studio Awards Day

May 9, 2011:  Finale Rehearsal at C-Pac 4-6pm.

May 11, 2011:  Full Dress Rehearsal at C-Pac, 4-8pm

May 13, 14 & 15, 2011:  Three dance recitals; 7pm on Friday and Saturday, 2pm on Sunday… “The Wizard of Oz”.

ZUMBA  Toning @ The Maine Dance Academy:
Kim Griffeth will be offering  Zumba once again at The Maine Dance Academy and it starts this Thursday, March 3rd @ 6:30! If you have signed up and you can't make it please let us know! We just want to make sure we have plenty of toning sticks! Come join the fun and get toned for Spring!

Gymnastics and Private Lessons:
Our very own Danielle Atcheson-Peterson is back in full swing and wants everyone to know that she is willing to do private lessons for all the up-coming pageants.  If this is something you wish to do, you must sign up with the front office as they will schedule your Private lessons for you with Danielle.  Danielle will also be offering gymnastics/tumbling starting this summer.  We will have more details of this in our April newsletter but as of now, it will be twice a week at our studio starting June 20th and running the entire summer,  with the exception of dance camp week.  You will be able to register for gymnastics on ticket day in April!
Summer Dance Camp 2011:
It has been very difficult scheduling dance camp as I have been waiting on our camp instructors to get us their schedules…..one in particular.  You see she has a very busy life now and she is quite important …..our very own, ASHLEY HEBERT!  Yes, we have ASHLEY!  Ashley is in L.A. doing some filming for the Bachelor but she has agreed to come teach this summer….and if you read the Ashley Hebert blogs lately, she is in high demand!  She will get back to me sometime this week and let me know just when in July she will be able to teach so as soon as I know …you will know too!  Jordyn will be back and I am still working on 2 other camp instructors so just hold tight….I will pass this info on to you as soon as I have it!  Dance camp will be in July!
TMDA Year book?????
No one has stepped forward to be in charge of selling ads for this project.  Is this something anyone wants to do and if so…can you please email me so that we can decide if we want to take this project on at all?  If we do not sell ads, the cost of the book is around $80.00.  We need to make a decision on this before ticket day as this is when we will take orders for the yearbook.  Thanks….
Parent Watch:

There will be parent watch in all classes on March 8 & 9, 2011. Parent watches will take place the last 15 minutes of each class.

Ticket Lottery:
The sale of recital tickets to our TMDA families will be on Saturday, April 2, 2011 at the studio.  With any luck at all, we will be selling them out in the parking lot like we did last year in gorgeous 80 degree weather.  All students my purchase up to 12 tickets each on ticket day and below are the times that you may do so: 8:30-9:00am:  DM’s

9:00-9:30am:  Travis

9:30-10:00am: Troupe

10:00-10:30am: Tiny Troupe

10:30-11:00am: Sonja

11:00-11:30am: Twitch

11:30-12:00pm: Nigel

12:00-1:00pm:  Lunch

1:00-1:15pm: Company

1:15-1:30pm:  Tabitha

1:30-1:45pm: Temple

1:45-2:00pm: Petite Troupe

2:00-2:15pm: Napoleon 

2:15-2:30pm: Mini Troupe

Remember, you can only purchase tickets during your time slot.  If you have more than one child in dance, then you may come at the earliest time on the schedule that your child is in to pick up your tickets for ALL of your children. You cannot come early but you may come later to purchase your tickets.  If you are purchasing someone else’s tickets for them, you cannot purchase them if their time slot is later than yours.  I will need a signed letter if someone else is purchasing your tickets for you.  After April 2nd, we will sell all remaining tickets on a 1st come 1st serve basis.  All tickets are $8.00 and they will be $10.00 at the door.  We will not refund tickets under any circumstances so please do not ask the secretaries to do this for you.  If you lose your tickets, you will have to purchase more as we no longer keep track of tickets as it is just too time consuming.  Please understand that all tickets are numbered for a reason…we can only sell so many tickets per day.  Thanks for your cooperation in advance.  

PS:  We will do our best to keep on schedule during this very hectic day….we will need your patience.

If you click HERE you will find the form we will use on Ticket day.  You will all be given one of these forms when you arrive on ticket day.  These are the items that you may or may not purchase on this day as well as any remaining balance you may have.  Classes still needing the habits for Sister Act will buy them at ticket day.  You will be given your recital t-shirt on this day as well. After you have purchased your tickets, you will take this form to Vicki to cash you out.  Ticket day is a “cash only” day as we have had too many problems with bounced checks in the past.  I know this is a pain but please understand that we need to get each class in an out in just 30 minutes so we need to all be prepared.  I will also have a clearance table of goods and clothing on that day to make room for the fall new apparel line.   Can’t believe it is already here!
RECITAL DECORATIONS:

As always, we are asking you to make a recital decoration with your child’s picture on it to decorate C-Pac.  This year we are making a rainbow to commemorate The Wizard of Oz..   I will have a sample of the size of the rainbow at April’s parent watch for you to copy so that all of you will have plenty of time to make them and get them to your Designated Moms.  Please do not make them to heavy (use card board or poster board only) as they do not stick to the walls of C-Pac.  These rainbows will be due on May 3 & 4, 2011 (which is the last week of full classes before recital week) and you will hand them in to your DM’s of each class. 

Sign Ups:

I have posted sign-ups for recital and dress rehearsal.  We ask that each parent sign up for at least one item so that we have everything we need for recital.  The concession stand, 50-50 ticket sales and flower stand will all be donated to dance camp and the Kori Ellis Scholarship Fund.  I will need Chairpersons  for all of these fundraisers so please email me if you can help.   The Kori Ellis Scholarship Fund helped 8 children this school year continue dancing …..it does make a difference!  I am looking at flying 4 instructors in for dance camp so the more we raise, the less dance camp is for everyone.  I don’t know of any week long camps that are under $200.00 and ours has never been higher than $150.00!  Let’s all do our part to help!
That is all for March 2011.  We only have 9 dance weeks left before our recital…can you believe it? I want to congratulate our “Morph Suited Roller Skiers” for winning the State X-Country Ski meet last week in Rumford!  See what happens when we teach men to dance, they come back champions!! 
Have a great March everyone!!  

Miss Colleen and the gang!

