July 2010 Newsletter
I hope you are all enjoying your summer.  We have had great weather thus far so summer has been good to us.  

1)  The DVD’s and CD’s are done.  You can pick them up next Wednesday, July 21 from 5-6:30 pm.  I will also pass them out on the bus trip to NYC.  For those who cannot make it on these dates, you can pick them up at auditions on August 18, 2010 from 4-8pm. 
2) Those of you attending the New York Trip, please click HERE for an up-date on our trip.  If you have any questions, you may contact me on my cell or email.  

3)  Somehow through all the craziness of recital, the envelope of money and checks for Duane’s DVD was lost.  It is impossible to replace the cash but those of you who wrote checks for the DVD after ticket day, could you check to see if your checks were cashed?  If not, we will know that this envelope is lost. We would ask that you to re-issue us another check if at all possible.  We do have a record of people who paid with checks if you are unsure.  I am sorry for this inconvenience but we have retraced our steps and it is know where to be found.  Please make your checks out to Duane’s Photography ($23.00) and mail them to me at 82 Solar Drive, Caribou.  Again, we are sorry for the inconvenience but thank you for understanding.  (Some of you have sent in a replacement check and we thank you  so very much!)

4)  Fall Sign Up and Auditions:

You may start registering your children for our fall classes.  Dance auditions will be held on August 18th, 2010 from 4-8pm at the studio.  If your child is 5 or older and has not danced with TMDA before, then your child must audition to be placed in the correct dance class.  The audition schedule is as follows:

2-4 year olds:  4-5pm 
  5-8 yr. olds: 5-6pm
9-12 yr. olds: 6-7pm 
13+: 7-8pm

FEES:  Registration for TMDA students: $30.00   Registration for non-TMDA students: $35.00      Auditions and registration: $40.00   Registrations received after August 18th, 2010:  $50.00              Private auditions for students missing the audition date: $60.00

Again, only non TMDA members 5 years and older must audition.  New 2 year olds should come to the studio to register and meet the instructors.  If you need supplies, you should come to the studio on this day so that you are prepared for classes in September.  Many of you wait for the first day of classes to get new shoes and this completely mobs the dance store and your child never makes it into class.  The secretaries have enough to do on the first day of classes with tuition so please, come to registration day to buy your new supplies.  Don’t forget to register for Pointe (must be 5 or older to take Pointe and must be enrolled in a regular dance class as well) when you are registering for fall classes.  All Pointe classes will be part of our “Glee-Wizard of Oz” section.  Mark your calendars and don’t miss this important date.  
5)  Congratulations to all of my girls who competed in the Potato Blossom Pageants.  You all represented yourselves, your families, your towns and TMDA very well.  We are all proud of you.  Congrats to Madison Bearden of Tiny Troupe and Presque Isle for winning the Miss Pre-Teen Potato Blossom title and to  Amber Moir  of Tyce and Caribou for winning Little Miss Potato Blossom.  Our girls continue to do well and nothing makes us happier!!  
6)  A heads up for fall classes:  I just want to alert everyone that we will be combining a few of our classes as some of them were under 12 this past year.  We are attempting to bump all of our classes up to 18 so that if we end up having a few quit along the way, the classes will still be large enough to do things with.  Also, Miss Danielle is pregnant (YEAH) so I will need to be covering more Pointe classes. I cannot take on more classes and the only way to accommodate our numbers is to combine some.  Therefore, I need everyone to understand that it may look like your child did not move class or even look like she/he is in a lower class.  This is not the case.  The classes we will combine will be done so like this:  those who practice will go ahead into the next class.  Those left behind will now get combined with the class below them but only the “practicers” will get advanced into this class.  Clarann and I do not teach classes any differently; we push classes as hard as they allow us to.  Those children that we think are ready for a troupe class will be put in one.  We will be watching the recital DVD and will go over our notes from last year to decide what class is best for your child.  We would rather that your children shine in her/his class then to look like they are struggling.  We understand that some children just do not want or like to practice and that is fine but we cannot advance a child if this is what happens.  It is our hardest decision as to where a child is to be placed.  We do not want any children upset and we certainly do not want to lose them either.  Your children will do better in a class that matches their ability and their practice ethic…..trust me, pushing too hard does not make a great dancer! I have said what I think you all needed to hear from me concerning dance placement.  I hope you trust my judgment enough to know what is best for your children….I want them happy and successful at dance too.
7) Check out the Web Gallery made by Carol Carangelo.  She is Mike’s sister and has a love of photography.  If you wish to order any photos from her you can contact her directly.  Enjoy!!
7)  Please do not miss the registration/audition date on August 18, 2010.  All registrations have to be in by that date so that we can place your children in class.  Thanks and we hope to see you all back in the fall!
FALL DANCE STARTS ON SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2010!
I miss you all, see you soon!  Miss Colleen
