January 2012 Newsletter
Dance begins January 17th and 18th, 2012 and 
Gymnastics begins January 19th, 2012!

Welcome back everyone….so glad that dance is starting soon because I have really missed being in the studio and I also have missed seeing all of you.  It is time to start the New Year with a great beginning in dance so let’s go!!  Parent in all classes the first week of class!
Christmas Show 2011!
Just let me say that the wonderful comments I have heard about our Christmas Show were spectacular.  Everyone loved you kids….they could not believe how well you did without a dress rehearsal and I agree.  Although Clarann, Jess, Danielle and I were dying behind the scenes, the audience members were unaware of our blunders that were happening “behind the scenes” and that was great!  You kids are obviously seasoned professionals because the audience did not notice anything that may have been going wrong so we are so proud of you!  We are on the right track to an amazing show in May …somehow you keep getting better and better and we just love it!  Congrats on a wonderful Christmas Show and thanks to all who helped us make it so great!
   A note from Miss Danielle for Gymnastics:
If you are a gymnastic student, you must reregister for the spring semester.  You do not have to pay a registration fee as the fee covers your child until the May 2012 recital.  If you are a new gymnastic student, then you must register and pay the registration fee.  Gymnastics will remain on Thursday as the conflicts were less than on Monday as previously discussed.  However, some of you have a difficult time making it to class so early.  Colleen and I would like to have your feedback on scheduling the classes as follows:

Retton:  5-6pm

Comaneci:  6-7pm

 

Conner:  7-8pm

 

Only send me back an email if the change in times does not work for you!  If we do not hear from you then we will assume that these time changes are fine with you. 
    The kids involved in the Spring Gymnastic Program will be part of the May recital thus will be required to purchase a team leotard.  You will need to let Miss Danielle know your child’s leotard size before January 26th so that we may order your child’s leotard.  A $40 deposit fee will need to be made when you pay your child’s Spring tuition fee.  We are estimating that each team leotard will cost $50-$60 , fully printed.  We have also scheduled Duane to take team Gymnastic pictures on March 15th, 2012 and your children will wear their team leotards for these pictures.  Therefore, we need to purchase and print these leotards so that we may have them for the team picture date.  We will not order your child a team leotard without your deposit so please make these payments with your tuition payment.  If you have any questions, please email Miss Danielle at missdanielle@themainedanceacademy.com.  I will post what class your child will be in on Sunday, January 15, 2012.
Dance registrations:
Only new students need to register for the spring semester.  If you are a returning student from the fall, you DO NOT NEED TO REGISTER FOR THE SPRING SEMESTER AND YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A NEW REGISTRATION FEE. We assume that when you register for the fall, that you are registering for the entire year up until the May recital.  Those of you that have re-registered…thanks for being so on top of things but your fall registration is satisfactory.  
Costumes:
All costumes for every class have now arrived.  You will have until January 25, 2012 to pick them up without any late fees.  Try to purchase these remaining costumes when you pay your Spring Tuition bill.  Costumes are not part of payment plans so you must also pick up these costumes by January 25, 2012.  Thanks for your cooperation.

New York City Trip Meeting:
The next meeting will be on January 17th, 2012 from 7:30-8pm.  I will need updates from all committees  ( Restaurant committee, excursion committee, Fund raising committee, a tally on funds raised at the Christmas Show etc…),  by this meeting so please be prepared with your reports.  I will then be able to make a final tally of all costs of our trip and post this by January 29, 2012.  Final deposits will be due by February 15th, 2012….the day before we go out to February Break.  There will be no exceptions for this due date….NONE as deposits are due on hotels by February 18th, Tickets by February 21, and Cyr Bus Line by March 1st!.  I also need to meet these deadlines.   I  have ticket costs for Sister Act and Mary Poppins, our hotel and Cyr Bus Lines. (The Addam’s Family has been cancelled….so sorry…).  Troupe and Company will dance until 9:30 that night so please do not come to “Parent-Watch” until 9:15pm.  
Senior Practice:
Our first SENIOR father-daughter practice will take place on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 from 9-10pm, immediately following Troupe and Company’s class.  We urge all father’s to attend and we promise it will be fun! 

Important Dates for 2012!
Please post the following important dates to your 2012 Calendar.  I promise to explain all of these dates in the months they fall in so do not worry….you will all know what is happening.
January 17 & 18, 2012- Dance resumes

January 19, 2012-Gymnastics resumes

January 17, 2012-NYC trip meeting 7:30-8pm

January 24, 2012-Senior Father-daughter practice

January 25, 2012-SpringTutions are due in all classes.
February 15, 2012-NYC Final deposits are due.
February 20-24, 2012-February break, NO DANCE!

March 13 & 14, 2012-Studio photos for all dance classes…”Photography by Duane”

March 15, 2012-Studio photos for all gymnastic classes…”Photography by Duane”

April 7, 2012-Ticket day at TMDA! 9-3pm.

April 16-20, 2012:  Spring Break, NO DANCE!

May 1, 2 & 3, 2012-Awards Week!!

May 7, 2012-Finale Rehearsal at C-Pac 4-6pm

May 9, 2012-Full dress rehearsal at C-Pac, 4-7:30pm

May 11 & 12, 2012-Recital 1 & 2 at 7pm, C-Pac

May 13, 2012-Recital 3 at 2pm, C-Pac

June-August, 2012:  Gymnastic Camp

July, 2012:  Possible youth dance camp, ages 3-12.

July 26-29, 2012-NYC trip

September 18, 2012:  Season 19 at TMDA begins!

Christmas DVD’s and CD’s:
You can pick up these two wonderful keepsakes once dance starts.  You will have to sign for them ok??  Thanks to Duane, Kim and Leo for doing such a wonderful job….your dedication to TMDA is so appreciated.  

Inclement Weather:
Remember, I will only cancel dance or gymnastic classes if all area schools are cancelled.  I will post by 1pm on Colleen’s Corner if I will cancel dance for that day.  If I do not cancel and you feel the roads are too bad to travel, then please do not.  It is not worth putting anyone in danger for dance classes.  Remember, we tape our classes so if you can, just get your pen drive to dance class and we will tape them for you and put them into the mailbox for you to pick up later. 

Boots and Doors:
 Please place all of your boots in the cubbies and please keep the door between the waiting area and the cubby area closed at all times so that we may keep our dancers warm.  Please make sure you go home with your boots and not someone else’s…it is already happening again!  Kelly Kashian’s boots were mistakenly taken by someone else before Christmas ….please if you have them, return them.  Parents….a lot of children have the same boots so please double check before you leave….thanks so much! 
Company!!
Company dancers…all of you, including the Addam’s Family characters, will need a folding chair for our next song.  Many of you already have one at home so please just bring it in.  I have quite a few at the studio but I do not have enough for you all.  I do not care what color it is because I am going to have you girls spray paint them black and gray so that they look antiqued.  You will need them on Tuesday so do not forget!!

Valentine Fund Raiser:
The NYC Fund Raising Committee is selling tickets for our Vera Bradley Valentine Raffle.  The tickets are only $1 a piece and the beautiful Vera Bradley’s that we are raffling are in the front office.  We will pull the winning ticket on Valentine’s Day so please stop by the front office and buy a couple.  It will be quite a win for just $1.00!  Help our kids out and thanks!  (Thanks to Ariana Patterson and Wilder’s Jewelry for the generous donation!)
Sad Good Byes:
We are sad to be saying so-long too two of our dancers this month…Kayla Creasy of Sonja and Jorja Bugbee of Nigel.  These two young ladies have moved away with their families and as sad it is for us to lose these dancers and their families; we wish them the best in their new homes, schools and careers! Good luck to you all! PS:  To Johnna Grant of Sonja, we wish you a speedy recovery from your broken leg….we will also miss you in class this semester but we look forward to having you back in the fall!!  
Practice!
Ok…so now you absolutely need to start practicing!!  We have so much new choreography planned for when you return that you need to know all the choreography we gave to you before the Christmas break.  We will review what we taught you but we will not re-teach it so please be prepared when you return next week. No excuses that it was not on your pen drive.   I wanted all of you to have a nice break from dance but now….it is back to being a well, prepared dancer.  So…….listen to your parents and ……START PRACTICING!!!  We love you!

I think that is it for now!  It is so good to have you all back…we are looking forward to a great semester and an amazing May recital.  We will be selling our recital tickets before you know it!  We missed you!

Miss Colleen and the gang!

