February Newsletter 2011           Happy Valentine’s Day!!

World Cup Opening Ceremonies:
  I do not even know where to begin.  All I can say is that Clarann, Jess, Danielle and I are beyond proud of all our dancers and their performance.  There isn’t a night in my dance career that can begin to compare to the Opening Ceremonies.  You performed beyond our imagination; your “professionalism” was more than we could ask for, your smiles rocked the house, your talent impressed everyone and you made your dance instructors so very proud!  We had 157 of 170 athletes attend the Opening Ceremonies and I was told that it was because of the personal invitations they received from my dancers.  I know that not everyone of my dancers was able to dance at the Opening Ceremonies but because you all participated in some way, that night belonged to all of you!  Johan Thoren said that he was proud to have produced a show like ours with our TMDA dancers and said that without hesitation, he would work with all of you any day! The athletes were so impressed with all of you and even though they are not required to attend the Opening Ceremonies, it was unanimous that all of them were happy they did.  They could not get over the overwhelming love and appreciation they felt when they entered the gymnasium and it continued until they exited.  They were so happy they had made the decision to see the kids who had taken the time to make them invitations …..no country had welcomed them this way before. Some of them wanted to meet their invitation makers….that is how wonderful your time and effort had made them feel.  So from all of your instructors and Johan’s production team, thank you for being the best team of dancers we have had the privilege of working with.  Do not ever think you’re not good enough to dance on the big stages….because you are! To all the dance parents that took basically all of last week to make the Opening Ceremonies the success it was, I thank you.  From my security team, to my decorating team, to the set-up team, to the athlete escort team, to the invitation team, to our two outstanding bands, to our personal assistants, to my DM’s, to the secretaries, the artistic instructor team and finally my dancers….it took all of you to make an Opening Ceremonies that no one will ever forget!  Thank you so much from the bottom of my heart! And, thank you to all the people who have emailed Clarann, Jess, Danielle and I with your kind words….your approval of our dancers makes everything we do so worth it.  It does make an impact on us to know that what we do somehow makes a difference, small as it may.  We love what we do and we do love your children.  Thank you!
Photos and DVD’s of the Opening Ceremonies:

Duane and Kim were both doing what they do best at the OC….I am not sure how we are handling their work just of yet so hold tight and we will get that news to you as soon as we know!  I have seen Kim’s shots and all I can say is WOW!  I am sure Duane’s will be just as amazing!  Thank you both!
Very Important dates!
February 21-27, 2011: School vacation, no dance.

March 1 & 2, 2011:  Photos by Duane

March 7 & 8, 2011:  Dance is Monday and Tuesday this week and it will also be “Parent Watch”.

April 2, 2011:  Recital Tickets Day; 9-2:30pm
April 18-24, 2011: School Vacation, no dance.

May 3 & 4, 2011:  Studio Awards Day

May 9, 2011:  Finale Rehearsal at C-Pac 4-6pm.

May 11, 2011:  Full Dress Rehearsal at C-Pac, 4-8pm

May 13, 14 & 15, 2011:  Three dance recitals; 7pm on Friday and Saturday, 2pm on Sunday… “The Wizard of Oz”.
 Parent Watch:

There will be parent watch in all classes on February 8 & 9, 2011. Parent watches will take place the last 15 minutes of each class so please be there to watch your beautiful children dance for you and we will also go over picture day!
Lottery:

We will have a lottery this week during parent watch.  This will let all of you know what time you will be able to purchase your recital tickets on ticket day, Saturday, April 2, 2011.  Each student will be allowed to purchase 12 tickets for the recital. Costs of tickets are $8.00.  Tickets sold at the door will be $10.00 each.  
Studio Photos by Duane:

Studio photos will take place on March 1 & 2, 2011 during our regularly scheduled classes.  We will take group photos at the beginning of each class so it is IMPERATIVE THAT YOU BE ON TIME FOR CLASS THAT WEEK OR YOU WILL MISS YOUR CHILD’S GROUP PHOTO.  We will not re-take the group photo if your child is late as we have to take a group shot of 2 classes and then all individual shots need to be taken during your child’s dance class.  We will still have dance class that week so your children still need to bring all of their dance shoes and pen drives to class.  Your child will have to come to class dressed in the costume that we have chosen for the group shots however, your child may wear the costume of his/her choice for their individual shot.  All children must participate in studio photos but you are not required to purchase any.  Duane has always been good to our studio and has made this affordable for all of you.  You will be given a price list and an envelope the week of February 14th so that you may fill out the forms before coming to class.  Please do this in advance as there are 35 students needing to have their individual shots done each hour.  You must come prepared or we will get very backed up and this is not fun for anyone.  Please make sure your children are “recital ready”, this means that they must come to pictures with correct hair, tights, costume and make-up.  No exceptions.  Be prepared for your child’s single poses as Duane will not be able to set each student up as this requires too much time.   Below is the schedule for all pictures and remember, all group pictures take place at the beginning of each class so please, be on time for class otherwise, you will miss the group picture.  All students who have danced 12 or more years at TMDA will have to have a head shot done for our “Wall of Fame”.  You will need to sign up for these pictures in the office this week so that we can properly plan for them.   Below is a list of costumes for all groups.

Tuesday, March 1, 2011:
3:45pm: Napoleon group shot:  “Brain, Tin Man, Scarecrows with make-up”.
4:00pm:  Nigel Group shot: “Merry ol’ land of Oz”
4:00-4:45pm:  Napoleon & Nigel will to take their single shots

4:45pm:  Travis Group Shot:  “Raise your voice” no habits
5:00pm:  Petite Group Shot: “Russian song”
5:15-6pm: Travis & Petite will take their single shots

6:00pm:  Tiny Troupe Group Shot: “Waka Waka”
6:15pm:  Mini Troupe Group shot:  “Club can’t handle me”
6:30-7:30: Tiny and Mini will take their single shots

7:00pm:  Secretary Group shot: Blue Hoodies
7:15pm:  Designated Mom Group Shot: TMDA t-shirts and jeans
7:30pm:  Troupe Group Shot:  “Be Italian”
7:45pm:  Company Group shot:  “Hallelujah”
8pm:  Junior Instructor with Instructors shot: Green Tanks, black pants

8:15pm:  Instructor shot:  Pink tanks

7:45-9pm: Troupe and Company will take their single shots 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011:
3:30pm:  Temple may arrive early to start taking their single shots
3:45pm: Temple Group shot: “Don’t go breaking my heart”
4-4:30pm:  Temple single shots will continue
4:15pm:  Pavlova Group Shot:  “Munchkinland”, Danielle and Colleen as witches, Kate as Dorothy
4:30pm:  Tabitha Group shot: “Raise your voice”
4:45-5:30pm:   Tabitha & Pavlova will take their single shots.
5:30-5:45pm: Lopokova Group Shot:  “Bootylicious”
5:45-6pm:  Barysh/Nureyev Group Shot:  “Sister Act” with habits.
6:00-7:00pm:  Lopokova and Baysh/Nureyev will take their single shots
7pm:  Sonja Group Shot:  “4 Minutes” 

7:15pm: Twitch Group Shot: “Thank You” with 4 Main Characters
7:30-8:15pm:  Sonja and Twitch single shots
8:15pm: Senior Shot for Sound of Music; Danielle as Glenda, Clarann as Shadow, Jess as The Wizard, and Colleen as the Wicked Witch.
Spring Tuition:

  Spring Tuition WAS due for the 2nd Semester on January 26, 2011. Late fees have been added to all overdue bills so please, see your secretaries to take care of these tuition bills.  All costumes and tuitions will need to be paid by March 30, 2011 in order for you to pick your recital tickets up on April 2nd, 2011.  I am letting you know far enough in advance so that there is no confusion come ticket day.  All Costumes in the office already have late fees added to them so please, purchase them before more fees are added and thanks.  

Pen Drives and Boots:

I am asking you to make double sure that you have the correct pen drive and the correct boots before you leave TMDA.  We are continuing to have an issue with pen drives and boots being taken, mistakenly!!    I implore you to double check your child’s boots as it is difficult for us to be continually looking for boots or pen drives that are missing. Also, please delete last week’s choreography on your pen drives before coming to class.  Having to delete items on your pen drives slows the process down immensely. Thanks for helping us!

Summer Dance Camp:
Yes we are having a Summer Dance Camp!  I am at this moment (now that the World Cup is over, whew!) securing dance instructors for a week of dance fun!  I will have more in the March newsletter but we are hoping to schedule this camp either the week of July 25th or August 1st, 2011.  You will have hip-hop, contemporary, and lyrical for sure! Keep these weeks open!

TMDA Year Book:

We would like to have a TMDA year book made this year and every year if it is popular enough.  There is a sample of one in the front office of last year’s recital.  This year’s year book will include pictures from our New York Trip, Halloween, our Christmas show, the Opening Ceremonies, Recital 2011, and senior pictures.  The quality of this book is unbelievable but with that, it is costly.  We would like to sell year book ads to reduce the cost of this book.  You can purchase year book ads for your child or your business.  These ad sales will all start in March as we will need to know an accurate count by our April ticket day as that is when you will purchase your year book.  All proceeds will go to the summer dance camp to lower camp fees, buy treats and drinks and all extras needed at dance camp.  
Valentine’s Day:

 Because we have been working so hard in all of our classes we ARE HAVING VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES IN ALL OF OUR CLASSES THIS WEEK!!  If you wish to bring V-Cards in for students in your children’s classes, your junior instructors will email you the number of students in each of your classes.   It is so much easier for us if you just put your child’s name on the inside but nothing on the envelope as we do not have time to pass them out individually by name. Of course we will accept treats of any kind….to heck with our hips!!!  Have a great and very loving Valentine’s Day everyone!!

That’s it for February.  Good luck to all area teams in the tournament in Bangor. Good luck to all the cheerleaders at state competition.  Good luck to all the skiers at states.  Have a great winter break and remember to practice at least twice during the week and then, you can completely enjoy your time off!!!  We love you and we are so proud of you!

Much love,

Colleen, Clarann, Danielle, Jessica, Deana, Vicki and Michelle!
