February 2012   Happy Valentine’s Day!
Important Dates for 2012!
Please post the following important dates to your 2012 Calendar.  I promise to explain all of these dates in the months they fall in so do not worry….you will all know what is happening.

February 15, 2012: NYC Final deposits are due.
February 20-24, 2012-February break, NO DANCE!

March 13 & 14, 2012-Studio photos for all dance classes…”Photography by Duane”

March 15, 2012-Studio photos for all gymnastic classes…”Photography by Duane”

April 7, 2012-Ticket day at TMDA! 9-3pm.

April 16-20, 2012:  Spring Break, NO DANCE!

May 1, 2 & 3, 2012-Awards Week!!

May 7, 2012-Finale Rehearsal at C-Pac 4-6pm

May 9, 2012-Full dress rehearsal at C-Pac, 4-7:30pm

May 11 & 12, 2012-Recital 1 & 2 at 7pm, C-Pac

May 13, 2012-Recital 3 at 2pm, C-Pac

June 28, 2012:  NYC fundraiser at The Crow’s Nest:  Beginning of Summer Dance!

June-August, 2012:  Gymnastic Camp

July 17-20, 2012:  Possible youth dance camp, ages 3-12.

July 26-29, 2012-NYC trip

September 18, 2012:  Season 19 at TMDA begins!
Parent Watch:

There will be parent watch in all classes on February 7, 8 & 9, 2012. Parent watches will take place the last 15 minutes of each class so please be there to watch your beautiful children dance for you and we will also go over picture day!

Lottery:

We will have a lottery this week during parent watch.  This will let all of you know what time you will be able to purchase your recital tickets on ticket day, Saturday, April 7, 2012.  Each student will be allowed to purchase 12 tickets for the recital. Costs of tickets are $8.00.  Tickets sold at the door will be $10.00 each.  We will explain how this will work during Parent-Watch.
Studio Photos by Duane:

Studio photos will take place on March 13, 14 & 15, 2012 during our regularly scheduled classes.  We will take group photos at the beginning of each class so it is IMPERATIVE THAT YOU BE ON TIME FOR CLASS THAT WEEK OR YOU WILL MISS YOUR CHILD’S GROUP PHOTO.  We will not re-take the group photo if your child is late as we have to take a group shot of 2 classes and then all individual shots need to be taken during your child’s dance class.  We will still have dance class that week so your children still need to bring all of their dance shoes and pen drives to class.  Your child will have to come to class dressed in the costume that we have chosen for the group shots however, your child may wear the costume of his/her choice for their individual shot.  All children must participate in studio photos but you are not required to purchase any.  Duane has always been good to our studio and has made this affordable for all of you.  You will be given a price list and an envelope the week of March 6, 2012th so that you may fill out the forms before coming to class.  Please do this in advance as there are 35 students needing to have their individual shots done each hour.  You must come prepared or we will get very backed up and this is not fun for anyone.  Please make sure your children are “recital ready”, this means that they must come to pictures with correct hair, tights, costume and make-up.  No exceptions.  Be prepared for your child’s single poses as Duane will not be able to set each student up as this requires too much time.   Below is the schedule for all pictures and remember, all group pictures take place at the beginning of each class so please, be on time for class otherwise, you will miss the group picture.  All students who have danced 12 or more years at TMDA will have to have a head shot done for our “Wall of Fame”.  You will need to sign up for these pictures in the office this week so that we can properly plan for them.   Below is a list of costumes for all groups.
Tuesday, March 13, 2012:

3:45pm: Napoleon Group shot:  “Lazy Song”.

4:00pm:  Nigel Group shot: “Pulled in a New Direction”.
4:00-4:45pm:  Napoleon & Nigel will to take their single shots.
4:45pm:  Sonja Group Shot:  “Gold Digger”
5:00pm:  Petite Group Shot: “Whip My Hair”

5:15-6pm: Travis & Petite will take their single shots.
6:00pm:  Tiny Troupe Group Shot: Marry You”

6:15pm:  Mini Troupe Group shot:  “Scheibe”

6:30-7:30: Tiny and Mini will take their single shots.
7:00pm:  Secretary Group shot: Blue and Maroon Sweatshirts
7:15pm:  Designated Mom Group Shot: TMDA t-shirts and jeans

7:30pm:  Troupe Group Shot:  “Celtic”

7:45pm:  Company Group shot:  “The Chain”
7:45-8:15pm: Troupe and Company will take their single shots.
8:15pm:  Junior Instructor with Instructors shot: Junior Instructor Shirts and Black Pants
8:30pm:  Instructor shot:  Sweatshirts
Wednesday, March 14, 2012:

3:45pm:  Temple may arrive early to start taking their single shots.
4pm: Temple Group shot: “Love Potion”
4;15pm: Tabitha Group Shot:  
4:15-5pm:  Temple & Tabitha single shots will continue.
5pm:  Lopokova Group Shot:  “If”
5:15pm:   Pavlova Group Shot:  “Be Our Guest”
5:30-6pm:  Lopokova & Pavlova single shots will continue.
6:15pm:  Barysh/Nureyev Group Shot:  “Somebody to Love”
6:30pm:  Twitch Group Shot:  “One Normal Night” 

6:45-7:15pm: Twitch and Baysh/Nureyev will take their single shots.
7:15pm:  Senior Single shots dressed however you want with normal make-up.
7:30pm:  Senior photo with all the main characters in costume and full make-up and 4 instructors.
7:45pm:  Single shots of seniors in full character costume and make-up.
8-9pm:  Senior Practice.  (It may be 9:15pm when were done if pictures get backed up.)
Thursday, March 15, 2012

4pm:  Retton Group Picture

4:15-4:45pm:  Retton single shots

5pm:  Comenici Group Picture

5:15pm:  Comenici single shots

6pm:  Conner Group Picture

6:15pm:  Conner single shots
Company & Troupe:

We need to discuss perhaps moving your picture night to March 14th.   A few seniors will be out of town receiving awards so they will not be able to be part of the Tuesday Group photos.  We will discuss this in class this week and if there are no conflicts with other dancers from either of these two groups then we will have class and picture night on Wednesday, 3-1-4-12 instead of Tuesday, 3-13-12.  

Senior Practice:  
All seniors will have practice this Tuesday from 9-10pm.  We will be going over all the choreography you learned from the Christmas Show first and then we will be learning the following songs:

Tuesday, February 7, 2012: Review, Grenade & Honey Bee

Tuesday, February 14, 2012: Father –Daughter rehearsal 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 9:15-10:15pm.  Father –Daughter rehearsal
Wednesday, March 14, 2012:  Review, If, Pulled in a New Direction, One Normal Night Part 1

Tuesday, March 20, 2012:  Review, Love Potion, Whip my Hair

Tuesday, March 27, 2012: Review, House of the Rising Sun, Be Our Guest

All seniors will begin coming to their “other” classes starting the 2nd week of March.  I will have a schedule of these classes you must come to in the March Newsletter.  
New York City Up-date:
1- We will be staying at the Roosevelt Hotel. (Est. $250.00 each)

2- The Cyr Bus Line will be picking us up in the Studio Parking Lot at 6am.  ($130.00 each)

3-2 Shows:  Sister Act:  $116.50 plus tax     Mary Poppins; $95 plus tax (Est. $231.00) (We paid $150.00 plus taxes for Billy Elliot so this is much better!)
4- 3 hour Double-Decker Bus Tour:  (Est. $40.00 each)
5- Trip costs that each person is responsible for:  $701.00.  Each of you have paid $300 deposit therefore the remaining $401.00 will be due on or before February 15, 2012. A late fee of $25.00 will be added per person for each week your final payment is late.  We have deadlines as well.  If the estimates are lower than what I have quoted you above, we will notify you and put the extras towards meals and tanks.  Those of you who are not riding the bus may deduct $130.00 each from the $701.00 total.
6-Have we decided on a March fund raiser?  Danielle Michaud- are we going forward on the black/white dance?  What date have we decided on?  

7- April will have two fund raisers…the cookie dough fund raiser and Liza Davenport of Nigel (Makenna) has generously donated a basket from her store in Canada to raffle off.  Thanks Liza, that is so generous of you and we appreciate your support!

8- Only one more week to sell tickets on the Vera Bradley’s so either buy some or sell some!!  We do not have heavy sales so please do your part!

9-Our next meeting will be March 6th, 7:30-7:45pm.  Company and Troupe will dance  15 minutes later on this night.  
Finally….and this is hard for me but …..when you all made the deposit on this trip and we told you that the only way you would get your money back was if we couldn’t take you….well then we need to uphold to this.  I have spoken to the staff and they all have agreed that we need to adhere to this rule.  If we do not then any of you can back out at any time and then want your money back but that would put us in a horrible spot.  I hope you understand this ….this is not only my decision….but it is the right decision.  

Summer Dance Camp:

The 2012 Summer Dance camp will be designed for ages 3-12.  We are now hoping to have instructors for the following classes:  Tumbling, Cheerleading (chants, tricks and lifts), Hip Hop and Contemporary.  July 17-20th is week we are looking at right now.  I will follow–up with this in the March Newsletter.
Private Dance Lessons:
Miss Danielle is offering private lessons this spring for pageant season.  Tap, Jazz, Ballet & Pointe- it's up to you!  Lessons will primarily be taught on Saturdays however there may be some availability for weeknights. Miss Danielle does not select or cut music, you will need to take care of this.  If you have music that is cut please provide her with a copy on a CD so it can be loaded on the IPod.  Lessons can be taught in 1/2 hour or 1 hour increments costing $30 per half hour and $50 per hour.  Depending on your child a routine can be completed in 2-3 hour long lessons.  If you already have a routine choreographed and just need "cleaning up" she will help you too!  In order to take full advantage of the lesson time please be sure your child practices the choreography at home and comes prepared to learn new choreography. Please email her at missdanielle@themainedanceacademy.com to set up lesson times.  All private lessons must be paid for at the time of the lesson.
Extra Practice for Mini, Troupe and Company:
During the week of February 28, 2012….Mini Troupe will stay an extra 15 minutes and Troupe and Company will come to class 15 minutes early so that all 3 groups can practice the ending of Celtic together.
A Note From Miss Danielle for Gymnastics:

Recital is fast approaching so we will be starting choreography this week!  The students will not need pen drives unless I see that practicing at home becomes necessary.  If I feel that recording choreography on their pen drives would be helpful I will communicate this through email.  We have their performance wear in stock to try on.  We currently have child x-small and child small on order, so if your child takes either of those sizes they have not been fitted, I will size all your children before ordering.  If you have not made your costume deposit then will need to do so this week so that we may order your child's costume.

Just a heads up that I will be requiring the students to be present for some "combined rehearsals" meaning that all three classes will come together to practice our performance.  In March's newsletter I will post a schedule of a couple combined rehearsals for all three classes. Sometimes this may simply mean that your child may have to stay an extra 15 minutes to practice with another class.  There will always be advanced notice on this and I will try to keep them to a minimum.

Photos for all three classes will be on Thursday, March 15, 2012.

Classes are going very smooth.  Your children are working very hard and I'm sure it will show this May!

Miss Danielle
Spring Tuition:

  Spring Tuition WAS due for the 2nd Semester on January 26, 2012. Late fees have been added to all overdue bills so please see your secretaries to take care of these tuition bills. All costumes that are still in the office also have late fees added to them and this will continue at a rate of $10 per week so please….pick up your costumes as well!  Costumes are not part of your payment plans so you must pick up your costumes immediately!  All costumes and tuitions will need to be paid for by March 28, 2012 in order for you to pick your recital tickets up on April 7th, 2012.  I am letting you know far enough in advance so that there is no confusion come ticket day.  
Valentine Fund Raiser:

There is only one more week to sell and buy tickets for our Vera Bradley Valentine Raffle.  The tickets are only $1 a piece for the beautiful Vera Bradley’s that we are raffling off in the front office.  We will pull the winning ticket on Valentine’s Day so please stop by the front office and buy a couple.  It will be quite a win for just $1.00!  Help our kids out and thanks!  (Thanks to Ariana Patterson and Wilder’s Jewelry for the generous donation!)
Valentine’s Day:

 Because we have been working so hard in all of our classes we ARE HAVING VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES IN ALL OF OUR CLASSES NEXT WEEK!!  If you wish to bring V-Cards in for students in your children’s classes, your junior instructors will email you the number of students in each of your classes this coming weekend.   It is so much easier for us if you just put your child’s name on the inside but nothing on the envelope as we do not have time to pass them out individually by name. Of course we will accept treats of any kind….to heck with our hips!!!  Have a great and very loving Valentine’s Day everyone!!
That’s it for February.  Good luck to all area teams in the tournament in Bangor. Good luck to all the cheerleaders at state competition.  Good luck to all the skiers at states.  Have a great winter break and remember to practice at least twice during the week and then, you can completely enjoy your time off!!!  We love you and we are so proud of you!

Much love,

Miss Colleen, Clarann, Danielle, Jessica, Deana, Vicki and Michelle and……

Miss Meredith, Hannah, Haley, Emma, Hannah, Kelsie and Danielle!

