December 2011 Newsletter-Merry Christmas
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday!  Thank you to the 76 families that donated so generously to our food drive for the Catholic Charities Food bank.  It was our largest donation yet and we could not have delivered all of that food at a more needed time.  When Clarann, Deana and I arrived with 2 truckloads of food they were so relieved that we were there.  They were just about to put a call out to their other food banks across the state for help because they could not meet the needs of the County for Thanksgiving and then….we arrived!  All of the workers came out to thank us and by coincidence, the president of the Catholic Charities was there and he thanked us profusely for being so kind and generous.  The three of us left there feeling so good about our donation and we could not have done it without your generous support. THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!  
  The winner of the half of their Spring tuition is …..Jenesa Ingraham of Temple!  Congratulations Jenesa and thank you for helping us feed the County!

“Parent Watch” this week, December 6th and December 7th, 2011! 

We will call all parents in 15 minutes before class is over so that we can go quickly over the newsletter and answer any questions  you many have.  We may not have the time to dance for you this week as we have so much to go over but relax because you will see them all perform this coming weekend on the 11th at our Christmas Show!  Please read your December newsletter so that you are prepared for any questions you may have for us concerning the Christmas Show, Tickets and costumes.  Parent watch for January is scheduled for January 17, 18 & 19, 2012!

“Because it is Christmas”
Remember that our Christmas show is December 11, 2011 at 2pm at the Caribou Performing Arts Center.  All dancers need to be at C-Pac by 1:30 dressed and ready to dance.  You must come in costume to our show as there is no time to change.  Most of you only have one costume change so please just come to the auditorium ready in your costume.  I will need all DM’s at C-Pac by 1:15pm so that you may begin lining up your students as they arrive.  Parents please make sure you child is fully prepared with her/his costume, hair attachments and shoes before you drop off your child to your DM; do not expect your DM to get your child ready for the stage.  Baryshnikov/Nureyev,  Troupe & Company will have costume changes but you will need to do this in the music room therefore, the music room will be used as a changing area and not a holding area for the other dancers.  The line up Moms will line up their classes in the hallway in between the cafeteria and the music room.  The dancers will be allowed into C-Pac after they have performed so please keep the aisles clear for them to come back in.  The DM’s know exactly where the children will go when they are finished dancing on stage so please allow the DM’s to manage their classes.  All students will be brought back to the cafeteria so please pick up your children there.  DO NOT TAKE YOUR CHILDREN FROM THE AUDITORIUM; THEY MUST GO BACK TO THE CAFTERIA WITH THEIR DM’S SO THEY CAN BE ACCOUNTED FOR.  Go to the website to see what tights and hair requirements are needed for your class; every child must look the same so please adhere to what the website requires.  If you still need tickets or have not picked them up, do it immediately as we are not saving tickets for anyone. Many of you have signed up for extra tickets….we will allow you to purchase these tickets  on Tuesday the 6th but we are only allowing 2 more per family because so many of you are in need of extras. The cost is $4.00 per  ticket.  Please make sure that all of your tuition bills and costumes have been paid for before picking up your tickets. No exceptions.  We look forward to seeing your children perform and hear your applause.  Let us have a wonderful holiday celebration through dance!
Groups to be at C-Pac early:
  The following groups must be at C-Pac by 1pm to go over some staging:  All Seniors, Mini Troupe, Troupe, Company, Baryshnikov/Nureyev and Lopokova.  
Photo’s of the Christmas Show: 

Kim Griffeth  and Leo Kashian have been hired to take photos of our Christmas Show.  They  will place all of the photos on a cd  and you will be able to purchase these beautiful photos for $5.00 a cd.     They will be donating a portion of these profits to our Scholarship Fund.  Remember that we will no longer be allowing cameras or videotaping of any kind at our recitals so please adhere to this important safety rule.  These cd’s must be prepaid this week in the office with your secretaries so please make sure to do this immediately.  Kim can be reached at photo@mfx.net  or at http://specialtyphotographycom.ifp3.com .   
DVD of the Christmas Show:
Again Duane McCubrey has agreed to videotape our Christmas Show and he will be donating all of his time and costs of the DVD to the Kori Ellis Dance Scholarship Fund.  This is a wonderful keepsake and Christmas gift for our dancers but it is also a wonderful way to make a difference for many families at TMDA.   Please sign up and pre-pay for these videos with the office secretaries.  You will have until December 8th to purchase the Christmas DVD.  The full $10.00 will be donated to the scholarship fund.
New York City Fundraisers:
TMDA is taking 64 dancers and parents to New York City In July of 2012.  This group is doing many fund raisers throughout the year and our first ones will be at our Christmas recital.  The following fundraisers will be taking place:

A Bake Sale:  We will have these set in plates for you to purchase so all you need to do is unwrap your purchase and serve!

50-50 Raffle:  These are always a huge success for TMDA so be ready to purchase an arm length of tickets!

Christmas Flowers:  We will be bundling Christmas bouquets for you to purchase for your dancers….$3.00 each for the flower bundles and they include candy canes too!

Furniture Raffle:  We have a beautiful piece of handmade furniture up for raffle so please stop by that table to purchase the raffle.  We will be announcing the winner at our Christmas Recital!
Costumes:
Most costumes have arrived! Those that have are highlighted in yellow on the website.  If all of your class costumes have arrived, we have subtracted the $50.00 deposit fee from your final costume and the secretaries will show you how we have identified this for you on your costumes.  You must pick up all of your costumes at one time…you cannot pick and choose which ones you want to pick up.  We have also attached Pointe costumes to your class costumes so that you may pick them all up at once.  YOU MUST PURCHASE YOUR SHOW TIGHTS WHEN YOU PICK UP YOUR COSTUMES.  YOUR SECRETARIES WILL REMIND YOU OF THIS AT THE TIME OF COSTUME PURCHASE.  Please make sure you all have your costumes for our Christmas recital. Any costumes left at our studio during the Christmas break will accrue a $10.00 late fee per week.  PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN!  Thanks…
Extra Dance Practices:
Tuesday December 6, 2011:  Troupe and Company will dance from 8-9:30pm and the Senior practice will follow immediately.  We will do our best not to run past 10 but it will be 10:15 at the latest if we do.  If we get what we need to have done in Company and Troupe, then we will release everyone at 9:30pm.  Seniors:  Please come to class earlier if you can so you can get your costumes and make up on before everyone else arrives at 8pm.  

Petite Troupe:  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO COME INTO TROUPE THIS TUESDAY BECAUSE YOU WERE SO GREAT LAST WEEK!! Go home after class…YEAH!!!

Wednesday, December 14, 2011:  Troupe and Company will dance this night instead of Tuesday from 7:45-9:15pm!  

Dan Ladner Christmas Concert:
Company…. remember that you are dancing at the Methodist Church in Presque Isle at Dan Ladner’s Annual Christmas show on December 18, 2011 at 7pm.  You will wear your blue modern dresses as well as your paws for this performance.  You will need to be at the church by 6:30pm so that we can walk through your positions in church. You will be dancing 2 songs for this performance, “Amazing Grace” and “Because it is Christmas”.  I expect all my Company girls to be at this performance. Please wear your hair down in curls for the church performance.  I invite any and all of you to attend this Christmas Show, it really is a special evening.

Christmas Parties: 

We will have Christmas Parties in all classes on December 13, 14 & 15, 2011.  Again, we will have regular class with taping in all classes so that our students have something to practice over our Christmas break.  The parties will take place the last 15 minutes of each class.  Each student is asked to bring in a wrapped Christmas Ornament for an ornament exchange. (Be aware that there are boys in Nigel, Sonja  and Troupe) This has been a tradition for us at TMDA and the students look forward to it.  You may bring in Christmas treats to pass out in class…we will allow the parents to come in and watch the ornament exchange.  

  Parents of the Month:
Thank you to Bryan Saucier for building our amazing Addam’s Family Set.  You are an amazing carpenter and we thank you for not thinking our idea of dancing 6 feet in the air was not ridiculous! You have outdone yourself and we thank you so very much!  To Andrea Peterson for painting our backdrops for our Addam’s Family Production…just wait to see her genius!  WE  love it!   To our fabulous DM’s for making our Christmas Recital flow…without you we could not put on this show and we mean that.  Your patience with us and our dancers is so appreciated!  Thanks so much…..fabulous parents of fabulous dancers!
Christmas Specials: 
From now until Christmas vacation the following items are on sale: 
1- Buy any regularly priced leotard and receive a dance tank for $12!
2- All dance pants and shorts are 20% off.
3- All old studio t-shirts are 2 for $5.00.
4-Any new sweatshirts are 2 for $74.00.  No special orders so first come, first serve! 
These sales last only until December 15, 2011.
New York City Trip Update:
We were supposed to have a meeting on December 13th, 2011 at 7:30 however due to basketball game conflicts we had to move Troupe and Company to Wednesday the 14th at 7:45pm.  Because everyone is still looking into deals for NYC, I will schedule the next meeting on January 17, 2011 at 7:30pm.  I WILL NEED UPDATES AND FINAL COSTS ON EVERYTHING BY THIS DATE!  FINAL DEPOSITS MUST BE MADE BY ALL ATTENDING NYC ON FEBRUARY 15, 2012. 

ATTENTION:  Everyone who is baking for the Christmas Recital must have their food ready by Saturday the 10th and drop it off to the studio from noon to 1pm:   Presque Isle people can drop it off to Ariana Patterson at Wilder’s Jewelers at that same time on Saturday.  I need to drive all the Caribou donations over to Ariana so please be prompt in your drop offs.  Ariana will be packaging them that evening for us to sell on Sunday at the Recital.  Thanks!
Dance Resumes January 17, 2012!
I want to take this time to thank all of my employees for their outstanding dedication to TMDA.  My junior instructors:  Meredith, Haley, Emma, Hannah S., Hannah H., Danielle and Kelsie: you 7 girls really make all the difference in class and Clarann, Danielle, Jessica and I love working with each and every one of you.  The students look up to you and aspire to be like you.  To my secretaries, Deanna, Vicki, and Michelle….what would we all do without you!!  Thanks for keeping me straight and for always bringing a breath of fresh air into the dance store.  To Danielle, Jessica and Clarann…….there are no words to describe my utmost respect for the 3 of you. I will tell you like I do every year;  you are not only my dance partners but dear friends.  How lucky I am to be able to do something I love everyday with people I respect and cherish.  Thank you for your professionalism and your talent….our student’s benefit immensely from your talents! Finally, to all my dancers, gymnasts and your families, thank you for being a part of TMDA….you are the reason for our success.  I am blessed to have you all in my life….

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!

Miss Colleen

