August Newsletter 2011

Fall Dance Auditions/Registration Day is Wednesday, August 17th, 2011!
Registration fees:  

$30 for returning students.

$35 for new students age 2-4.

$40 for new, auditioning students age 5-18.

$50 for registrations and fees received after August 17, 2011.

$60 for private auditions after August 17, 2011.

 

Auditions will take place at our Sweden Street Studio on Wednesday, August 17th, 2011 during the following times:

4-5pm: 2-4 year old registrations

5-6pm:  5-8 year old registrations/auditions

6-6:30pm: 9-12 year old registrations/auditions

6:30-7pm:  13+ registrations/auditions
The fall schedule will be posted on our website at www.themainedanceacademy.com on September 1st, 2011.
Greetings dance family!
Yes, it is that time of the year again to register for the 2011-2012 dance year.  I must have all registrations by August 17th, 2011 so that we may organize our classes for the September 1st deadline.  All registrations received after the 17th will cost $50.00 and I will make no exceptions to this rule this year.  It is impossible for us to put our classes together with registrations coming in late….therefore, if you miss the deadline, you will have to pay the late fee and your child will be placed in the only available classes left open….please do not let this happen!  For all new dancers over 5 years of age, you must audition on the 17th.  Do not worry, this is a fun audition.  You will not audition alone and we will teach you the all the steps for the audition so you do not have to prepare anything in advance.  For children under 5, all you need to do is register on the 17th, no audition is required.  We would however, like all the new students registering for the fall to come in on the 17th and meet the instructors and secretaries and to receive a tour of our studios.  This makes coming to dance in September a little easier as they will already know their surroundings.  Also, this is a great day to purchase all of your supplies for opening day.  Many of you wait until the first day of dance to purchase your shoes and dance gear and as you have seen in the past, the dance store is mobbed with people!  Please do not wait until September to purchase your supplies, come on in on registration day and avoid the chaos the first week of dance! 
NEW RULE:  ALL STUDENTS, EVEN COMPANY AND TROUPE ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR BLACK AND DANCE GEAR TO DANCE CLASS!  We tried to be a little lenient in the dance gear rule when you reached the top classes but it has completely gotten out of hand.  Even the younger classes are attempting to wear non-dance gear and colors.  We will not let this happen in any classes this year.  You will wear black at all times and it must be dance gear; no soccer shorts, t-shirts, sweatpants will be allowed in any classes.  You will not be allowed to wear colored tanks under your black dance gear either….if you do, you will not be allowed to dance that class.  We are sorry for this but this is dance and part of being a dancer is looking like a dancer….you would not wear a leotard to soccer practice therefore, we expect the same at dance.  We will not allow the younger dancers to wear colored leotards to dance either…that means their leotards and dance dresses must be black…not pink and black or red and black, just black.  No colored tutu’s/skirts either.  My Pointe dancers may wear colored dance skirts to ballet class but our color preferences are either pink or black.  Our Pointe Ballet class requirement will remain the same:  black leotards, pink tights, pink or black dance skirts and pink ballet or Pointe shoes.  Black ballet shoes are not to be worn into ballet class.  Hair requirements are also the same:  ALL dancers must wear their hair tied back while Pointe dancers must wear their hair in a bun.  It is difficult to teach dancers how to turn across the floor when their hair is continually in their faces.  Please, if you do not have time to tie your children’s hair back, please pack them a hair tie so that we may assist them. You must be enrolled in a regular dance class in order to take Pointe.  Children 5-10 years old will be considered into the pre-Pointe classes, 11 and older will take Pointe class.
The Maine Dance Academy is also offering gymnastic/tumbling this fall.  Miss Danielle had a very successful gymnastic camp this summer so we have decided to offer this to our students throughout the school dance year as well.  You can register for gymnastics by double clicking on the gymnastic/tumbling link that is also located on this tab.  You must fill this out and send it in to our studio along with your $30 registration fee.  If you are registering for dance and for gymnastics, then you must only fill out the dance registration form and circle that you also want to take gymnastics.  There is a separate gymnastic registration fee for everyone therefore you will have to pay the dance registration fee as well as the gymnastic registration fee. If you take dance and Pointe, you need only pay the dance registration fee.  All gymnastic students 12 and under must wear a black leotard and have their hair tied back in a ponytail without hair clips.  13+ students must wear form fitting shorts and tanks and these must also be black.  Miss Danielle and I are currently looking for gymnastic leotards….they will be available for the first week of dance. There will be a team leotard that will be used for recital. 

 Dance, Pointe and Gymnastic Fees 2011-2012:
Pointe and dance Class:




Gymnastics/Tumbling Class
45 Minute to 1 hour class:  $160.00 


1 hour class:  $100.00
1 hour and 15 minute class:  $180.00


1.5 hour class:  $150.00
1 Hour and 30 minute class:  $200.00


$50.00 Costume deposit required for each student per class he/she takes.  This deposit is due with fall tuition.  Costume deposits are non-refundable.  All students will be required to purchase 2 costumes with the 1.5 hour classes purchasing 3.  No costume will be ordered unless a costume deposit is made.  If you miss the costume deposit deadline, you will have to pay all shipping and handling charges and the late fees imposed by the costume company. 

Fall Semester:  September 13, 2011 thru Jan. 11, 2012: Tuition due September 
21, 2011 without any late fees.  Late fees accumulate $10.00 per week.

Spring Semester:  January 17, 2011 thru May 14, 2012:  Tuition due January 19, 
2012 without any late fees.

Christmas Show:  
December 11, 2011 at 2pm at Caribou Performing Arts Center. (4 tickets per 
family, Cost is $16.00 for all 4 tickets.) 

Year End Recital at the Caribou Performing Arts Center.
Friday, May 11, 2012  @ 7pm          
Saturday, May 12, 2012 @ 7pm
Sunday, May 13, 2012 @ 2pm
Dance classes and Pointe classes will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday while Gymnastics/Tumbling will take place on Thursday evenings.  Zumba will take place on Monday and Thursday evenings.  

Please make sure that each of your children has a pen drive with their names, class and town they live in clearly marked on them.  They will need these pen drives EVERY night of dance.  It is imperative that your children keep their pen drives in their dance bags and that they bring them to their class.  Please avoid having your children’s classes taped during other class times…this slows down the process and it also creates unnecessary irritation ……and you have all been there!  The secretaries and dance Moms that are helping us tape your children’s classes are doing the best they can to have these done for you before your children’s class is over so please, help them out by having your children prepared with their pen drive when they walk into class.  WE CANNOT BE RUNNING AROUND FOR PEN DRIVES.  We are the only studio in the WORLD that offers this service …..so please, we ask for your patience and understanding while these recordings are being done.  

Rules are meant to maintain organization and I am all about keeping things tidy so please, if we all move in the same direction….life at TMDA will be all good. If you have any concerns, you may email any of your instructors at any time at the following email addresses:
misscolleen@themainedanceacademy.com
missclarann@themainedanceacademy.com
missdanielle@themainedanceacademy.com
missjessica@themainedanceacademy.com
We will not be emailing you the newsletter like we have done in the past as many of you have forgotten to visit Colleen’s Corner for updates during the month.  Therefore, your junior instructors will only update you with items concerning your class and not the monthly news.  Please keep an eye on this website for schedule changes, costume orders, costume requirements, etc….

We so look forward to seeing you all at registration day!

Dance Camp 2011!
  WOW!  How much fun did we all have?  I am so proud of all of my dancers….you did an amazing job with all of the choreography! Now that I know you can learn all of that in just one week…I know you’ll be able to handle everything we throw at you during class time right?  Thanks to all who helped make our dance camp week such a huge success.  Thanks to all 5 instructors….Clarann, Tammy, Jordyn, Mallory and Ashley…..Dream Team Extreme!!  Your dedication to teaching children how to dance and more importantly, how to love dance, is evident in your talent and enthusiasm.  Thank you for being part of our week and our memories.  Thanks Deana, Michelle, Vicki, Hannah, Meredith and Jillian….love that you were there to support us. Thanks to all who helped with posters, the fund raisers, cleaning up and being at our Summer Show…your support does not go un-noticed!  Thanks to Duane for video-ing the National Dance Day dances out in the parking lot…you can watch this video right here on this tab!  Many thanks to Kim Griffeth for all the fabulous photos of our week….you always support us and we thank you!    All of your instructors want to come back and they do not want to wait another 2 years so…maybe next summer?  I will keep you posted!
From our July Newsletter 2011:

Yearbook update:
The committee did it’s best to raise funds for the yearbook; our goal was to sell 30 pages of ads however, we only sold 13.  Trying to do something of this magnitude so late in the year was a tough job for our committee and it was a lot of running around it seemed for so little in return.  Therefore, because we did not meet anywhere near our goal for the yearbook we had to make a decision on how to proceed and this is what was decided.  We will not have any yearbook ads in this yearbook and all of the money that was raised will be returned. (I have not cashed any checks for the ads or deposits). We have gone ahead and produce one yearbook and we have left it in the front office as we did last year.  The price will remain $88 as this is the cost it is for us to produce a full colored, 120 page yearbook. If you like it, you can purchase the yearbook.  If you do not like it or think you cannot afford the yearbook at this price, you may receive your deposit back and you will not have lost anything.  Carol Carangelo  still did all the work for this yearbook for us….and we thank her for that.  This is completely her work: she has chosen all the pictures and formatting for this yearbook.  I gave her all the pictures from Duane and from Kim and she has gone ahead and produced this yearbook.  I am not involved at this point as honestly, this kind of project absolutely needs a staff to go through all the pictures, make sure no one is left out etc… I guess we did not realize what a task we were undertaking.  I applaud Destini, Amy and LeRae for doing so much work on the ads and trying to get this yearbook underway….it was a lot of work for such a small staff and with a short amount of time.  

   Therefore, if this is truly something our Academy wants….a committee must be formed in September …..but if no one steps forward to spearhead it then I will just say we tried and the yearbook will no longer be.  

C-Photo’s by Carol:
If any of you wish to purchase photos from Carol, please click on the tab “TMDA photos by Carol Carangelo”.  There are only 13000 to go through so happy clicking!
D-Here we come New York, here we come!!
We are going to New York July 2012!  We are opening it up to all High School TMDA dancers first and if there is room on the bus, then we will take the Mini Troupers next.  You will have to make a $300 deposit by October 15, 2011 if you want to go and I will adhere to this strictly.  If you Mom’s want to go to, then make your deposit as well.  We will consider taking 2 buses if we have enough interest but we must have your deposit by 10-15-11 as that is when we will make our decision as to who is going and how many buses we potentially will need.  The largest bus holds 56 ….so the first 56 paid pre-registrants will be going to NYC with us!  We will need a chaperone per 3 girls however if more moms sign up, then that is when we will consider taking 2 buses but we need to know so do not miss the deadline!  There will be a mandatory meeting Tuesday, October 18th at 8:45pm at the studio for all that have made a deposit.  This meeting will be very important in deciding how we will handle the bus and housing issues.  This meeting will take place the last 15 minutes of Company and Troupe.  Once we decide on everything we will be doing at this meeting, you will no longer be able to receive your deposit back.  See you all there!

Congratulations:
Congrats to Kelsey Buck of Mapleton and Troupe for winning the Maine Potato Queen title and to Hannah Stoutamyer of Mapleton and Troupe for winning the Miss Teen Potato Queen title…..you both have represented your families, towns and dance school with talent and grace.  We are so very proud of the both of you!  And, congrats to all other contestants for being wonderful representatives of our Academy as well!  
Flea as a Bird?
All of my dancers that have danced in Flea as a Bird will be practicing this for the October Cary Talent Show.  We will be practicing this in dance class as soon as we return in September so you may want to refresh your memory with this Celtic Song…thanks!

I think that is it!  We look so forward to seeing you all back in dance in just  a little over a month…the week of September 13 is when it starts up again so please mark your calendars!  We will have senior auditions the 2nd week of dance and we will be explaining that to you all on our first day of dance.  We will also be having a very important Senior/Parent Meeting the first day of dance as well, September 13th at 9pm right after our first Parent-Watch.  It is imperative that all senior parents be at this very informative meeting concerning our senior tribute.  

We look forward to another successful year and working with each and every one of you.  Enjoy the rest of your summer and please, start stretching!  We miss you!

Miss Colleen and your TMDA team!

