August Newsletter 2010
Hello TMDA family!  I cannot believe how the time is flying by!  August and auditions already!!  It just 6 weeks we will be back at dance and ready to tackle a new year.  We have a lot of fun things happening this year at TMDA so let’s get to the news!

Auditions and Registration Day:

Audition/registration day is on Wednesday, August 18th, 2010 from 4-8pm.  Below is the schedule for registration day:

4-5pm: 2-4 year olds, registration only
5-6pm:  5-8 year olds, registration and auditions are required.
6-7pm:  9-12 year olds, registration and auditions required
7-8pm:  13 and up, registration and auditions required

Only new students 5 and older are required to audition.  Returning students do not need to audition.  

Registration Fee for Returning TMDA students is $30.00.
Registration Fees for New Students are as follows:  2-4 year olds: $35.00   5 and up:  $40.00

All registrations are due on or before August 18, 2010. All late registrations will be $50.00.  Late auditions will be $60.00.   The late fee will be added to your fall tuition bill.

If you are auditioning, please come at the beginning of your set time as that is when we teach the choreography to the new students.  Please come ready to dance; i.e., shorts and t-shirt is fine. New 2 year olds should come to the studio to register and meet the instructors.  If you need supplies, you should come to the studio on this day so that you are prepared for classes in September.  Many of you wait for the first day of classes to get new shoes and this completely mobs the dance store and your child never makes it into class.  The secretaries have enough to do on the first day of classes with tuition so please, come to registration day to buy your new supplies.  Don’t forget to register for Pointe (must be 5 or older to take Pointe and must be enrolled in a regular dance class as well) when you are registering for fall classes.  All Pointe classes will be part of our “Wizard of Oz” section.  Mark your calendars and don’t miss this important date.   
NEW YORK CITY AND TMDA!
I think we will all agree that our trip to New York City was absolutely wonderful.  The kids were amazing the entire trip and the Chaperones were the best.  I was a little worried, well maybe a lot worried about taking so many kids to NYC but it was a breeze.  I need to thank everyone for just making this trip a memorable one for me…..I would do it all again in a heartbeat with all of you.  It is sad knowing this was the last official TMDA event that we would be doing with Christine, Alyssa, Whitney and Erin….I am so glad you girls were with us.  Remember these moments always, they will continue to bring smiles to your faces as you journey forward.  Good luck ladies….it has been a treat “hanging” with you.  Here are some high lights of our trip:

A 12 hour bus ride to NYC with 3 awesome bus drivers, the Roosevelt Hotel that hand delivered treats to our rooms ….and we did not have to pay for them!  Our first night on the town Thursday night and no one got lost….not even Deana!  Then off to the Today Show where a few smiles allowed us to get ahead of all the fan pass carriers to the front of the line to see CARRIE UNDERWOOD!  Clarann screaming “ Give us a T….give us a ….that would be an M dear!” Thanks Pedro and our NYPD for being so kind to us….you made a lot of screaming ladies happy! Thanks for protecting us from the rioting fan pass holders that could not understand why we were passing them….sorry fans, we did our homework!  Dancing in Rockefeller Center was so awesome and yes, everyone watched the red t-shirted ladies! Next stop….Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum and the quietest celebrities we have ever met!!  How small are they anyway??  Many pictures later and a lot of laughs….we made awesome spice girls and single ladies didn’t we? We took the rest of the afternoon to explore the city and shop….and shop…and shop….  We gathered back together for dinner at Virgil’s Barbeque Restaurant where we ate the cheesiest Mac & Cheese ever…sinful but delicious. Oh, we danced outside of the restaurant while waiting for our tables and yes, a few cars beeped at us along the way!!  The restaurant patrons thought our girls were from a modeling agency and a few of the teenage boys there asked to have their picture done with our girls….you were so beautiful and so well behaved and you made me very proud to be your teacher.  Finally off to “Billy Elliot” we went and OMG…..what a show we all saw.  Oh yeah, we danced under the Marquee at the theatre before entering….people always stopped and watched….39 girls in high heels dancing was quite the sight!  The expression on your faces while watching Billy Elliot was priceless and worth every penny of the trip.  The show was magical and we all agree that Billy and Michael were amazing and that each one of my girls in attendance could have been Billy’s back up dancers in the ballet class.  I told you how good you are didn’t I?  Some of us made our way back to the hotel for some much needed rest but others decided that Time Square was calling…..Jola did you and your girls ever go to bed that night? Saturday morning we met our Manhattan tour guides, Greniviere and Mark, in the lobby for our 9am extravaganza.  This is where the rule of “hold on to your chaperones hands for dear LIFE” was a must as we walked over to Grand Central Station and loaded all 57 of us onto the subway….how tight were we?  Our Manhattan tour included Trinity Church, American Stock Exchange, Wall Street, Ground Zero, China Town, SoHo and Canal Street.  Ground Zero was simply amazing and I am glad we took the time to visit it….we are all blessed and it is watching something like that, that makes us fully appreciate our freedom.  We again had the afternoon off to explore more of NYC and to see more shows at night.  We separated for the evening as we went off to watch Mamma Mia, Wicked, Rock of Ages and the Comedy Show.  By the end of Saturday evening, many of us were operating on 12 hours of sleep since Thursday so our little bodies were tired.  Sunday morning came early and we boarded the bus at 7am to head back to Caribou…..it was an amazing trip with an amazing group of ladies and Nick.  Thanks ….can we do it all again soon?  Check out the pictures on the opening page of the website….I will load as many as I can in the coming days so be patient with me.  I love you ladies…and Nick!
How Classes Will Run In The Fall:

 I just want to alert everyone that we will be combining a few of our classes as some of them were under 12 this past year.  We are attempting to bump all of our classes up to 18 so that if we end up having a few quit along the way, the classes will still be large enough to do things with.  Also, Miss Danielle is pregnant (YEAH) so I will need to be covering more Pointe classes. I cannot take on more classes and the only way to accommodate our numbers is to combine some.  Therefore, I need everyone to understand that it may look like your child did not move class or even look like she/he is in a lower class.  This is not the case.  The classes we will combine will be done so like this:  those who practice will go ahead into the next class.  Those left behind will now get combined with the class below them but only the “practicers” will get advanced into this class.  Clarann and I do not teach classes any differently; we push classes as hard as they allow us to.  Those children that we think are ready for a troupe class will be put in one.  We will be watching the recital DVD and will go over our notes from last year to decide what class is best for your child.  We would rather that your children shine in her/his class then to look like they are struggling.  We understand that some children just do not want or like to practice and that is fine but we cannot advance a child if this is what happens.  It is our hardest decision as to where a child is to be placed.  We do not want any children upset and we certainly do not want to lose them either.  Your children will do better in a class that matches their ability and their practice ethic…..trust me, pushing too hard does not make a great dancer! I have said what I think you all needed to hear from me concerning dance placement.  I hope you trust my judgment enough to know what is best for your children….I want them happy and successful at dance too.

Posting of Classes:

I will post the class your child has been put in on September 3, 2010.  Please know that we will have put a lot of time, effort and thought into this class schedule.  Please trust us enough to know what is best for your child….we do not want to lose any of you but we still have to do the right thing.  Thanks for your understanding and cooperation.
DANCE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 14, 2010! 
BRING YOUR PEN DRIVES TO YOUR FIRST CLASS!!
DVD’s and CD’s:

Since many of you missed the evening I handed out DVD’s and CD’s, you can either pick them up on registration day or wait until dance starts.

The World Cup Biathlon Championships:  Thursday, February 3, 2010!
Clarann and I have been asked to Chair the entire opening ceremonies for February’s Championships.  This is a huge honor for us and for our Academy as they want TMDA to provide the entertainment too.  This is the first time the World Cup Skiers are coming to our neck of the woods …these are professional athletes and we get to entertain them.  Clarann and I will not only provide the entertainment but we will run the entire Opening Ceremonies.  With that said, we want to use as many people from TMDA as possible, parents included.  This is still in the planning stages but we are sure that at least 5 groups will be dancing; we intend to have all the flag bearers be TMDA students; a formal invitation to each of the biathletes will come from our dancers (each being handmade just for the athlete they will be cheering for) ; we will be the welcoming committee as the athletes arrive at the airport; parents will provide the organization we will need at Gentile Hall; our dancers will dance at the venue throughout the week  and the list goes on…..  I will have more news concerning this in my September newsletter and I will have a meeting for all of those TMDA students and parents that will be involved.  Again, this is a huge honor for all of us and I hope you are all as excited about this as we are.  We will start right away with IBU choreography on the first day of class so everyone needs to bring in their pen drives.  Let’s get excited!!!

I think that is all for this month.  Please do not forget to register for dance….we need to put our classes together as soon as possible.  We miss you and we love you and we can’t wait to see you on the 18th!  

Miss Colleen and the gang!

