2011 November Newsletter—Happy Thanksgiving!!
It seems I was just welcoming everyone back to TMDA for the fall semester and now Thanksgiving is just around the corner!!  You do know that recital #18 will be here before you know it!  Time does fly when you are having fun and so far, that is what is happening with all of our classes at TMDA.  Dance, Pointe and Gymnastics are going absolutely wonderful and I could not be prouder of all the progress we are having.  Thank you for bringing your children to us each week and for being supportive of them as well as us.  Now on with the news…….
“Parent Watch” this week, November 1, 2 & 3, 2011! 

We will call all parents in 15 minutes before class is over so that we can go quickly over the newsletter, answer questions and you can see what your children have been learning for the past month.  Please read your November newsletter so that you are prepared for any questions you may have for us to answer during this time.  Parent watch for December is scheduled for December 6, 7 & 8, 2011!

Halloween Parties:
Thank you to all who helped with the Halloween parties, who brought in treats and who sent me great pictures.  This is always a fun time for our students and it is because of you, the parents who go out of your way each year to make this such a huge success for our students.  Thanks so very much, we had a ball!!  I will be putting up the Halloween pictures this coming week…I have a few of them so please be patient!!  DO NOT FORGET TO PURCHASE YOUR HALLOWEEN MAKE-UP FOR THE RECITALS AND THE CHRISTMAS SHOW….ONCE HALLOWEEN IS OVER IT IS SO MUCH MORE DIFFICULT AND MORE EXPENSIVE TO BUY AND FIND THE CORRECT COLORS!!
Company Dances!
Company will dance on 11-11-11 at the Caribou Performing Arts Center for a Veteran’s Event Fund Raiser.  You will open the second half of this talent show.  You will be doing Hallelujah from last year and you will wear your red and white dresses.  Only girls that were in Company last year will be doing this dance for this event because we cannot take the time to re-teach it to the new members.  I will need all these Company girls ready at C-Pac for 7:30pm because you will be dancing at 7:45pm.  Hopefully you have been rehearsing this dance at home so that we can go over it quickly in class this week. 

New York City Trip:
We have 64 people signed up with deposits for our NYC trip next July.  We can only take 56 but 6 have already agreed to meet us in NYC so now we only need two more to do the same.  Like I said in my email to all of you, I will not cut students for this trip however, I also do not want to have to tell just 2 people that they cannot be part of this trip.  If you find another way to travel to NYC, you can still be part of the entire weekend with us. Everyone who is now going down separately from the bus is still allowed to stay with us in the hotel, eat meals with us and take in all the shows and tours with us.  And of course, they can help with all the fund raising too!  We just can’t take you on the bus.  This decision of the last two has to be be made by November 8th so please, don’t let me be the one to have to make that decision….please.  We will have our first official NYC meeting on November 8th right after Mini Troupe’s class at 7:30pm.  The meeting will last only 15 minutes to go over fund raising and sign-ups for chairing each of our fund raisers.  Many people have already come to me with great ideas for fund raising and I am actually very excited to help getting these up and running.  We will keep Troupe and Company until 9:15pm that night so that we do not lose any dance class time.

Thanksgiving:
There will be no dance the week of Thanksgiving, November 22, 23 and 24, 2011.  We hope you have a wonderful holiday.  Enjoy each other too!!

Christmas Specials: 
From now until Christmas vacation the following items are on sale: 
1- Buy any regularly priced leotard and receive a dance tank for $12!
2- All dance pants and shorts are 20% off.
3- All old studio t-shirts are 2 for $5.00.
4-Any new sweatshirts are 2 for $74.00.  No special orders so first come, first serve! 
These sales last only until December 15, 2011.
Winter Announcements:  

I will only cancel dance when/if all the area schools are cancelled.  I will post on Colleen’s corner by noon of the day of dance if I have decided to cancel dance for that evening.  We will do our best to reschedule dance for the evening cancelled but this will be up to the discretion of the instructor.  During the winter months, it is imperative that we keep the door closed between the outside door and the waiting area; we have put in this door to keep our children warm during the winter months so please, take off your boots and put them away into a cubby before opening the door to the waiting area.  We need your utmost cooperation with this.  Finally, I am begging you to please use the cubbies for all of your shoes….it is a hazard to have them lying all over the entrance.  Parents, please make sure your children use the cubbies and if you put your own shoes there, I am 
sure your children will follow suit.  
Costumes:
Many costumes have arrived and will be tagged this week and ready for pick up starting November8th, 2011.  The pictures of these costumes will be loaded onto the costume page and you will have exactly 3 weeks from the time I load them to pick them up before you will be charged late fees. I will only load costumes when they arrive so please continue to check the costume page often to see if your children’s costumes have arrived.  All costumes arriving before the Christmas show must be picked up before you will be able to purchase your Christmas Show tickets.  If costumes for all of your dances arrive together, they all must be purchased at the same time.  I have done my best to keep cost down but please be prepared for $60.00+ for your costumes.  We will be attaching your show tights to all of your costumes so that you have them for recital.  Thanks for your continued support.  
PS:  The following classes will need Halloween Make-up for their dances in Addam’s Family.  Please purchase these colors now (all can be found at Wal-Mart) for the Christmas Show, dress rehearsal and all 3 recitals:

Troupe, Company and Mini Troupe:  Black, white and gray

Twitch:  Gold, brown and black
“Because it’s Christmas, For All the Children In Us All”:
This is the title of our Christmas Show this year, to be held at the Caribou Performing Arts Center on Sunday, December 11, 2011 at 2pm.  Each family will receive 4 tickets to this performance and they will be available for pick-up in the dance store starting November 29, 2011.  The cost is $16.00 for all 4 tickets. The show is general seating so please, do not save seats:  we will not allow for this to happen.  Please make sure that all of your tuition bills and costumes have been paid for before picking up your tickets. (Costumes have begun arriving therefore I will be posting the cost of your costumes this coming week so that you may be prepared to pay for them before you purchase your tickets.) You will have to sign for your tickets so please do not ask for someone else to pick up your tickets.  If you need more tickets, sign up with the office secretaries and we will do our best to get extra tickets to you. We will sell the remainder of tickets on Wednesday,  December 7th so you must pick up your 4 reserved tickets before this time or we will sell your tickets to those who have signed up for more.   We will have DM’s lining up each class but there will be no place to change.  Each dancer must come ready, in full costume and make-up and ready to dance. Parents need to hold your child’s coats and boots as we do not have the cafeteria for this show. This show is not a recital and will not be treated as one…it is more relaxed and we want the kids to have fun.  It is just a chance for all of us to come together and enjoy how talented your children are.  The doors to C-Pac will open at 1:30 and we expect the show to be about an hour long. The Christmas Show line-up is as follows:

THE CHRISTMAS SHOW 2011-2012
Company    TMDA Christmas Song:  For unto Us A Child is Born/For All The Children 
A MODERN DAY MEDLEY (9:16)
TEMPLE   TONIGHT  TONIGHT     0-1:45

NAPOLEON   LAZY SONG   1:46-3:54

 TWITCH    MOVES LIKE JAGGER    3:55-5:30

TROUPE   GIRLS     5:32-7:16
 COMPANY   THE CHAIN      7:17-9:16  

CELTIC  MEDLEY (9:00)
Amazing Grace & Scotland the Brave         BARYSH/NUREV (LOPOKOVA MARCHING)    0-1:53

Winter Winds       PETITE & TROUPE    1:54-5:14  (Troupe on 3:22- Petite back on 4:38)

The Pumpkin's Fancy    Mini TROUPE  5:17-7:10

Desperate  Cry of the Celts    INDIVIDUAL    7:12 

                                                     COMPANY      7:50-9:00

ADDAM'S FAMILY (16:48)
WHEN YOU’RE AN ADDAM'S                                                                                                                                      SENIORS    1:05 - 1:31                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          SONYA    1:31 - 3:02                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          COMPANY 3:30 - 5:25                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         SOMEBODY TO LOVE   BARYSH/NUREV 5:27-7:42        Wednesday & Lucas
FULL DISCLOSURE     TABITHA       7:42-9:14   Gomez, Fester & Morticia                                                                     

MARRY YOU    TINY       9:14-10:49       Lucas (Wednesday)                                                                                                   
JUST AROUND THE CORNER          NIGEL   10:49-12:38 Morticia & Lucas
HOUSE OF THE RISING SUN   COMPANY    12:40-14:44                Grandma
PARTY ROCK      14:46-16:48 (BIG - 15:30)  (LITTLE - 16:15)
Please go to the costume page so that you all know how to properly wear the costume and what your hair, tight and shoe requirements are.  EVERYONE MUST BE ALIKE SO PLEASE ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS.  You must not wear any dangling earrings, necklaces, bracelets or watches during any of our performances.  Only headpieces that come with the costumes may be worn. Everyone will wear show tights as we are pre-packaging them with your costumes.  The cost of these tights will be added to your costume prices.  Baryshnikov, Lopokova, Troupe & Company will have costume changes but you will need to do this in the music room therefore, the music room will be used as a changing area and not a holding area for the other dancers.  The line up Moms will line up their classes in the hallway in between the cafeteria and the music room.  I will ask if we may somehow use the cafeteria for changing but I won’t know this until December so I am taking this line up precaution now.  The dancers will be allowed into C-Pac after they have performed so please keep the aisles clear for them to come back in.  We will go over which aisles the children will sit in with the DM’s that will be in charge of each class.  You will be updated in the December Newsletter.  Thanks!
Christmas Fund Raisers for NYC!
The dancers going to NYC are attempting to raise $15,000.00 before July 2012.  We are planning many fundraisers for them and below are first ones.  Thanks for helping us send these 40 kids to NYC! 

1) There will be a bake sale at the Christmas Show so help us send these great kids to NYC by waiting to purchase your bake goods on the 11th! 

2) We will also be doing a 50-50 at the Christmas Show!  

3)  The kids are selling tickets on a great piece of furniture so please help by purchasing these tickets.  They can be purchased from any TMDA/NYC student or from the office secretaries starting next week!  A picture of the item is in the front office.  We are trying to sell all the tickets by the Christmas Show so that we can pick the winner at our show!  
Extra Dance Practices:
The following groups will come to extra practices on the date and times shown below: 
Petite will come into Troupe on Tuesday, November 29 from 7:45-8:30pm.  If everything rolls well, we will not have to call them back to Troupe on the 6th of December.  
Seniors:  Senior practices start on November 8th from 9-10pm.  We will be starting with “When You’re an Addam’s” and “Somebody to Love”.  November 15th we will be doing “Full Disclosure, Just Around the Corner and Marry You”.  Bring your pen drives to Senior Practices!
Photo’s of the Christmas Show:
 Kim Griffeth has been hired to take photos of our Christmas Show.  She will be offering a $5 cd of all the photos of the Christmas recital. She will donate a portion of these profits to our Scholarship Fund and the NYC Trip.  We will not allow any flash photography at all this year as we had falls at last year’s recital because of this.  Therefore, WE WILL NO LONGER ALLOW CAMERAS INTO C-PAC.  This was a huge concern of ours at last year’s recital and we decided that for the safety of our dancers, we will no longer allow photography at any recital.  Kim takes beautiful pictures and for $5, you can all just sit back and enjoy the show.  Also, her donation benefits many of our dancers.  
DVD of the Christmas Show:
Again Duane McCubrey has agreed to videotape our Christmas Show and he will be donating all of his time and costs of the DVD to the Kori Ellis Dance Scholarship Fund.  This is a wonderful keepsake and Christmas gift for our dancers but it is also a wonderful way to make a difference for many dancers in our TMDA dance family that benefit from these scholarships.  Please sign up and pre-pay for these videos with the office secretaries.  You will have until December 7th to purchase the Christmas DVD.  The full $10.00 will be donated to the scholarship fund.  Please be mindful and leave your cameras at home.  Thanks so much!
Dan Ladner Christmas Concert:
Company will dance on December 18th, at 7pm at the Fleetwood Street Church in Presque Ilse for Dan Ladner’s annual Christmas Concert.  You will wear your long blue dresses for Mallory’s Dance for this concert and you will have to be at the church by 6:30pm.  Parents are encouraged to attend this beautiful celebration of music, song and dance.  All are welcome and the concert is free.  Please join us!
Food for the Needy during Thanksgiving:
As we have done for the past 4 years, TMDA is collecting food for the food pantry.  I will conduct the same contest again but this year: when you bring in food products, you will bring it into the front office before placing the items in the boxes under the store window.  The secretaries will take your name and on November 16, 2011…I will pick one name out of all of those who brought in food items and that lucky winner will receive a 50% discount on his/her spring tuition.  The pantry desperately needs our help so please, be generous if you can.  They look forward to Clarann and I bringing in all the boxes each year so please, if you can…they are in desperate need of cereal, canned goods, juice…..but they will take anything you can give.  Last year was our best year ever so can we try to fill a box from each class?  That would bring in 17 boxes of food….that would be a tremendous donation!  Thank you so very much!!

I love this time of the year…not the cold weather (definitely not the cold weather!) but what joy this time of year brings to each of us.  Take time to enjoy each other during the Thanksgiving Holiday. If we can all remember to do one nice thing for someone less fortunate, than just think what an even more wonderful place this world would be! Have a wonderful Thanksgiving all of you……

Your TMDA Family ….and me, Miss Colleen

