October Newsletter 2011- Happy Halloween!
    Our first 3 weeks of dance went extremely well and we were very happy to see so many dancers back and ready to tackle a new year.  This is a big month so on with the news!

Parent Watch: 

There will be parent watch the first week of every month in the purple studio, except for this month. I am out of town for college visits so we will have parent watch next week on October 11, 12 & 13, 2011.  I will also remind you by putting it on the erase board in the waiting area.   We will call all parents in 15 minutes before class is over so that we can go quickly over the newsletter, answer questions and you can see what your children have been learning for the past month.  We cannot meet with you individually after class as we would get so behind.  Therefore, if you need to speak with us, please e-mail us and we will set up an appointment to meet with you.  Please read your newsletters, it is so imperative that we all have the correct information in front of us! Parent watch for November is scheduled for November 1, 2 & 3, 2011!
Costumes: 

We do not receive any discount costumes flyers anymore as the costume companies are just not sending them out.  I think this is a sign of the economy that we have all been experiencing.  I will do my best to find costumes that are affordable, age appropriate and well made.  I will not order any extra costumes this year because all of our costumes are coming directly from of 2011-12 catalogs.  Hence the reason you were all asked to make a costume deposit.  If you have not made this deposit by the end of our last parent watch this week, costumes will not be ordered for your child/children.  I cannot return these costumes therefore I cannot order costumes that have not had a deposit made on them.  You will be responsible for all extra shipping charges when I do order yours separately plus the $25 late charge fee.  I have sample sizes for costumes in the front office this week.  You will need to look at these and tell us what size you want for your child.  Please order up and not down as it is much easier to take in a costume then to let out a costume.  If you do not tell us your child’s size then I will make an educated guess as to the size I think your child needs and I will not be held responsible for guessing wrong.  If you order the wrong size and wish to have a different size, you will be responsible for all shipping charges and re-stocking fees so please, think about this carefully.  For example, I am 5’7” and I take an adult medium; I could fit into an adult small but to be comfortable, I go slightly bigger so that I can move easily in it.  Most of these costumes will be returnable during the first 2 weeks of pick-up but remember, all costs for any returns will be the customer’s responsibility.  I cannot return any costumes passed the 2 week date of purchase and I will let you all know that date when the costumes arrive. Costume prices will be higher than last year, prices have gone up substantially and there is nothing I can do about this.   I understand that 2011 has brought financial worries to many people and I will really try to make costumes costs as low as possible and I do hope you see it.  We need your cooperation with our choices of costumes….we do our best to meet the needs of our students as we want them all looking their best.  If you do not pick up your costume in time, we cannot help you with missing parts. You will not have to purchase a Finale costume this year because all children will remain dressed in their Addams Family costume  for the finale.  So I am trying to keep costs down as much as possible. I do hope you love your recital costumes that we are purchasing for you….Clarann, Danielle, Jessica and I take this very seriously as we want the best for all of you. Finally, your fall tuitions have to be paid in full before the secretaries will allow you to purchase your costumes (tuition payment contracts are not exempt from this).  Make sure to give the secretaries your size before you leave Parent Watch as we begin ordering costumes on Friday, October 7, 2011.  Again, thank you for your cooperation.
Dance Store: 

The dance store will close at 8:45pm on Tuesday and 7:30pm on Wednesdays.  This will allow the secretary’s time to finish up the taping, do their deposits and tidy up the store.  If you have business to do in the front office, it must be done within the hours of 3:45-8:45pm on Tuesdays and 4-7:45pm on Wednesdays.  If you need a pen drive taped, do not wait until the last minute of the evening to ask the secretaries to do this for you…..they want to go home too.  
Halloween Parties: 

 It’s that time of year again….it is time for our annual Halloween Extravaganzas!  The children look forward to this every year and so does Miss Clarann because we all know just how much she loves to dress up in costume!!   We will have Halloween parties in all of our classes on Tuesday the 25th and Wednesday the 26th.  We encourage students to come dressed in their Halloween costumes because all of the teachers will be dressed too!  We will have our Halloween parties in the cellar of our studio as it will be decorated for our Halloween Fun!!   Your children can bring in treats to share with their fellow classmates: we welcome cookies, brownies, popcorn, chips and any type of Halloween candy but we ask that you stay away from “frosted” things as it creates an incredible mess, not only on the floor but on their beautiful costumes too. We will supply drinks for all of our students.  These parties will take place the last 20 minutes of every class down in the cellar.  We would love a few parent volunteers (actually we need you terribly) from each class to help in pouring drinks and passing out treats. These parties are for our dancers and their Parents only….we cannot allow siblings down there as there will be 2 classes partying together and we just do not have the space for anymore.  Parents remember that some kids are scared of Halloween so we ask that you stay away from the really “terrifying” costumes.   We will have group pictures of each class immediately upon arrival into class so bring your cameras!!
Running in the Hallway: 

 Please keep your little ones with you at all times as the floors in the waiting room were freshly waxed before dance started and they are very slippery.  We do not want anyone slipping as these floors are very hard.  

Locker Room: 

 Please hang up your jackets and keep your dance bags under the bench so that other students are able to sit to change their shoes.  If everyone throws their jackets on the floor in there, we cannot even get by.  Also, it is very hard to teach in the green studio if there is a lot of noise in the locker room so please, be considerate of others. 

Bathroom:
  The bathroom is not a changing room.  Please, we only have one bathroom so please use the locker room as your changing area.  If boys are present, just kindly ask them to step out of the room while the girls are changing.

Pen drives:
  Please wait for your pen drives in the waiting area and not in the dance store.  It becomes way too congested in there and your secretaries cannot do them any faster than they are doing them right now.  Also, please send your child’s pen drive in with him/her when they enter class so they are not running for them during class. We will leave the pen drives that are done on the window sill in the waiting area….please grab them there.  Thanks!!!

Black clothes:
  All students are required to wear only black to dance class.  I will not allow girls to wear t-shirts, even if they are black (only boys are allowed to wear their TMDA t-shirts to dance) to dance class…this is not dance gear. I will not allow black leotards or shorts will all sorts of designs on them….we have had to speak to girls these past 3 weeks about this.  If this continues to happen, I will have everyone go back to solid black leotards and solid black shorts.  I say this every year and yet children still come to class without the proper dance gear.  Soccer shorts, wind pants, t-shirts of any kind are not acceptable.   Please make sure that your child’s hair is tied back in a pony tail too as we cannot teach them to turn properly when their hair keeps flying into their eyes.    Please, I need everyone’s cooperation with this matter.
Junior Instructors: 

 Your JI instructors are present in each class to take attendance, to learn the choreography so that the teachers can step back and fix the problems and to be role models for our younger students.  JUNIOR INSTRUCTORS DO NOT TEACH CLASS!   We have qualified instructors in each class to teach your children, the JI’s act as a second helpful set of hands.  Your juniors also line up the students in the hallway before each class and they attempt at keeping them quiet also.  If a junior teaches 2 classes in a row, which happens often, then there is no one to line up the students before class.  Therefore, parents it is up to you to keep your children quiet and ready to go before their class begins. Your JI’s will also keep you updated with emails if there is something specific your class needs to know i.e., class will run 15 minutes late etc…
Mark your shoes!
  I say this every year and yet parents continue not to label their children’s shoes with their names.  If you all do this then when shoes are left behind, we can place these lost shoes in your class box in the dance store for you.  Take the time and mark your children’s shoes!!!  I have marked as many as I can in my classes….if you see that your child does not have their shoes marked with their names, ask them to ask me to do it for them ….I have a silver marker in my studios.  Just trying to save you all a headache and money too!
Company Dances!
Company will dance on 11-11-11 at the Caribou Performing Arts Center for a Veteran’s Event Fund Raiser.  You will open the second half of this talent show.  You will be doing Hallelujah from last year and you will wear your red and white dresses.  Only girls that were in Company last year will be doing this dance for this event because we cannot take the time to re-teach it to the new members.  I will need all these Company girls ready at C-Pac for 7:30pm because you will be dancing at 7:45pm.  Please begin rehearsing this dance at home so that we can go over it in class next week. 
New York City Trip:
Deposits for our NYC trip are due on Wednesday, October 12, 2011.  We will not be accepting any deposits past this date. No exceptions.  You will get your deposit back if we cannot take you but after we have made our decisions on who is going, your deposit will not be returned to you if you decide not to come.   We will make our decision on who is coming before our next parent watch which will be on November 1st, 2011.  We will have our first official NYC meeting on November 8th right after Mini Troupe’s class at 7:30pm.  The meeting will last only 15 minutes to go over fund raising and sign-ups for chairing each of our fund raisers.  Many people have already come to me with great ideas for fund raising and I am actually very excited to help getting these up and running.  We will keep Troupe and Company until 9:15pm that night so that we do not lose any dance class time.
Tuition and Costume Deposits:
Please make sure you see our secretaries and take care of your tuition and costume deposits.  Costume deposits are not part of your tuition payment plans so please…..you have to make your costume deposits separately.  This is marked clearly on your tuition payment plan forms that costumes and supplies are not part of your tuition payment plans.  Many of you already have late fees so please do not add to these by clearing up your fees as soon as possible.  Thanks so much!

Gymnastics Update:
We have finally found leotards at a reasonable cost.  They will be here and printed by the 1st of November.  We will also be purchasing team leotards for recital but this will only happen during our second semester in January.  We will need to order them by January 15th so that we will have them for studio picture time in March.  You will be asked to make a deposit on these team leotards with your second semester tuition.  Our gymnastic team show will begin our recital in May so everyone who will participate in that opening number will need a team leotard.  

    Please keep your children from running in the hallways while waiting for gymnastic class. Your children should never be in the empty studio and they should never be running in the hallways.  There are no secretaries on Thursday so if you need leotards, you will need to purchase these on Tuesday or Wednesday.  I will be at all parent watches so if you need to purchase items, this will also be a great time to do so.  

  I love what I am seeing in gymnastics and I love the progress.  Keep it up!!  

Miss Danielle and Miss Colleen

I think that is it.  A lot of info but we all need to move in the same direction.  Thanks again for bringing your children to TMDA.  Clarann, Danielle, Jessica, Meredith, Hannah S., Hannah H., Haley, Emma, Danielle, Kelsie and I thoroughly enjoy teaching your children and we absolutely love our jobs.  Deanna, Vicki and Michelle will do everything they can to help you with your dance supply and costume needs, be kind to them because they also love what they do.  Have a wonderful fall season and we will talk again soon!

Miss Colleen

